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Al-khalil Ibn Ahmad Al-Farahidi's Organization of Letters 

in Al-Ayn Dictionary: Between his Phonetic Approach and 

his Lexicographic Intention.  
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    Abstract:  Our students receive knowledge on Al-Khalil Ibn 

Ahmad Al-Farahidiin various modules, sometimes in syntax, in 

Arabic prosody (Al-ʿarūḍ) and some other times in phonetics. Yet, 

this division disperesed knowlegde andgenerated confusions 

especially when phonetics and lexicography were set apart. In some 

places, Al-khalil is taught as the first to compile the first dictionary 

and in others as the introducer of phonetics; however, all these 

remain general information. If lexicography and phonetics were put 

together, with some scrutiny, it would appear that Al-khalil's science 

is somewhere between the two. Thus, this article aims at 

approaching Al-khalil Ibn Ahmad phonologically as well as 

lexicographically to demonstrate how he organized the sounds of 

language as they appear in the dictionary and to clarify the reason 

behind the lack of understanding Al-khalil's phonological organization 

throughout the centuries. 
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ّ
A�� N%(!5�5

 Uــ%/ $ ��ــ�7ب، و
ّ
����dــ/ ��

e
��� Nــ�"
#5 jــq�%&" Oــ��1ــ, ����fــT �&ــ� 5�5!)ــ%� ��8ــ�وف $ 

 �Bـ u:7" 
ـN 5�5!ـX� jـ�وف $ ���ـ�ز �'f�fـ�/، �ـ� Vـ�ن bـ
�
?=� Oـ��� $ Nـ�

�

b يBـ��

/ و��ـ�7ص $ c+ـ�ب 
�
���
ي ��" O� ب���� /d� Tf� jq�%&" ���3+�ر �� ��وف ��E��ز 

./�7R��)%/ و
�
5�� ��� �R

e
�-" ,C8�  

�1ــ, 5#ــ7ل: ــ�B 5�5!ــj �ــ�وف �� uــA5 ��
/ �&ــ
ّ
ر�qــ�ت ��M7ــ�7�

ّ

�� 
�ــ�B\ ¸ــ

¹  ���1ــ,، 
و�ــ!  5�5!ــE� j:ــ�7ت �&ــ
 ����ــ�. وــb �Bــ7ل �² ���ــ�ج qــ��/ �ــ� �)ــ

���Iي ���poي��
9
:        
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  "�qــــ���{ �ــــ� �ــــ�وف ���ــــO دو?RCــــ�

  
tـــــــــــ�Aوزن و�� �Rـــــــــــ�M /%ـــــــــــ   $ ر5)

   

tو��ــــــ� tــــــ�R�� ,ــــــ� tــــــ�Xو� Oــــــ���  

  
tـــــ��c� و��#ـــــ�ف �ـــــ, ���ـــــ�ف Oـــــdو��  

   
  

 4oـ�R�� ـ��, ��Xوف �� O�fb: :�8ح و���، و�, 
�
fb ,1��� /�

l

#� $ �����I

�� bـ�ل: "$ 
ل �X� j!5�5وف، وQـ�tت رد"�ـ/ ����ـ�، و�vـ\ �&ـ
�
�8ح، ��dI@ �و

ّ
A�� ��

ف وـ{: ��ـ�7و 
ّ
7Q ف��� /�
�رج، و�ر���/ و�<�ون ���R� ،���8: �I ����ز وf5 /%

ّ
������

�ـ� و��� /Qر
� $ L#5 iI 7ف�� ���R «�ج 
ّ
?E �I
�
7Q @��q4، وo�Rو�� ،/%&���� u�Eو� t�

"....W�X� رج�
� �� Uن، و�f
l

�رج ����

10
  

�ـ� c+���ـ%� � Wـ�
�
Rـ� 5+
ّ
?E ـ�� �Rـf�Q ـ�� �R

�
?E  !� ،����� L� 4o�R�� N�Mو����� $ و

���b 
�� 2°q ��c ،,1��X N%(!5�5 Yوف ��
l
M7" �� 7 ���Rـ4o و

�
، �j �C ��#7ل &� �ن

.\�v $ 2 رو�"�ت°qد����، و /
�
��  U �5د �&
ه �L ��وف ��

�ـ� "ـ�cB �ـ� ����ـ�  
ُ
@��q :ن�f!c ��� ل�b " :N�7b })7�

ّ
f�� �o�� ب�+c $ t�Q

Rـ� C5 Uـ7ن
�
?E u�Eـ�� Uف، وBـXـ^ و��d

ّ
#� و��+

ّ
&�� �R#8�" �R

�
?E 4o�R��� �
�b Nل: �, ��

�
?� 

 U /ــ
ّ
Rــ� �q7�Rــ/ �3�

�
?E ،tــ�R��� Uــ/، و�
(� ز��ــ
4 �و

�
U� ــ��I Uــ, وq� $ Uــ/ و��V t�
$ ��+ــ%

 OIــ�X� LـA?� Oـ��ـO و�Xــ�Q7I ،tـ
ت ���� Nـ�Iـ�§، و
ّ
��� 
l
:ـ7ت �Rـ�، I½�ـ@ �� �Xــ�

ـ� 
ّ
�� Nـ
ّ
�V Nـ
�
?E :t¾ *ـ�� t¾ م

e

ـ=��u، و�ـ!  ����ـ, �+#ـ

ّ
+�� $ �f�� 7نC�� N� ت�
%+��I

"�I
e
�A5 �¿c� ,"
#

ّ
+��� �Uو�و ،�&f� ن�V ت�
� 

ّ
��N+I، �=ي�]+�ج �� 

11
.  

:}�" ��c ,q�� ����� 4�CI T�f<5 �%&&C�pو ،N�I /R(� U ��7Mو �
ّ
&�� �B $ 

�
  �ن
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 Nـ�I ـ�ن� 
l
 ���Rـ4o و��Eـu و��Rـ�t، "��ـN �ـ�

�
 Mـ,
ٌ l
 �ـN ���ـ�ز� �Abـ�� �ـ�

�
 ����ـ� �ن

�
O�

 Oــ��ــ� �� Nــ\ ِ��ــ� �ــ�vو ،N�1ــ�� Nــ� �
و�Xــ�t و�&ــN �3+ــ�ر ����ــ� �ــ�ف ���ــO ��>+ــ%

 ����ـ� 
l
�� 
�
�L، و?�Á8 �ن

ّ
f�� $ 7حM7و�� /��A

ّ
&�� �R
e
�ي ��bر �3+�%�ره. �

l
7#
ُ
5 ���A3

:N�7ــ#� Np7(�ــq ــ�&� Nــ�A" يBــ/، ��ــ�i
ّ
��� Wــ�X� ــ� ���ــ�ز�ل 

�
 �Eو
l
ل ــ7 ��&ــ%X� Nــ�

�
 �Eو

" 
ّ
���� و�Xوف ��

ٌ
�&Rـ� ��iـ/ W�8ـ��I �Q��� �>� /+q /% tـ�R4 و��oـ�R�� 

ً
���Qـ� �Ab=Iـ�

u�Eو�".
12
 ":Np7(�ـq �� N%&�� 7�O و�t�X و�� §�

ّ
��� 
l
�X� N��pـ�  و��وqـ�X� TـW و

 t�Xو� O����ج ��tو��� Od�� ,
�
��� �� 

ً
�Q��� �"و�د?�

13
.  

 $ ���ِ �B ]7
ّ
A�� N%(!5a� Nc�5 ����� ر

�
�� 
bـ� ��ـ7ب $ و���U+ـ%
�t �+�ـ\ �E:ـ�7ت 

ــ�  U
ّ
 �و
�
ــ
�، �Cــ� ����1ــ, qــ�7Cن �� Nــ � �
ــ%  :ــ7ت ">+

�
 �ي
�
ــ
 �ن
�
cــ�ب، و���fــd� Tــ/ ��

ـiع ���Rـ� "��I+ـ%
� �Rـ� 
l
)U� 
م �dـ/ ���ـ�ب �ـ� "�pـ

�

#ـ
ُ
5 
�
 �ن
e
R�� .�Iـ,

ّ
� A5ـ�¿c� ,"
#

ّ
+���

"/
ّ
��1�� /

ّ
���C>5 /"�d� �����

14
 N
e
� 7 �Bل &�.، و

�
  �Eو

ل �Xـ�وف �vـ\ 
�
R�ِـ� �و
ْ
�
َ
Qو Oـ��� ,"
�p�(5 uـ� 5#ـM ����� *�� ,R-�
 ��ب �bو

ـN �ـ
� c+��ـÃ Nـ�ف 
�
?� Oـ��� jـ� :ـ��cv" :$7ـC�� /ـ��q ـ�� �

�
-��� j��) 7�� ل�b O�

 ���Rـb� 4o¬ـ �Xـ�وف 
�
�X� ¬b� �Rوف ����b ،�Qل: و��Bي �cvه qـ�)Np7 �ن

�
?E ،O���

 �b ،�Q��� �i+3(ـ� �ـ��Xوف ��ـ�ن 
ّ

Rـ� �cـ¿ $ ���ـiم و��ـ

�
?E O� �ـ��

ُ
ل: و�b 7ـ�ل: �ـ
�ت

�و�"
15

ــ� ¿c� ,"
#ــ
ّ
ــ� ���+U

ّ
ر ���I�ــ� bــ�ل b)ــ� �b�ــ� (و�و

�
ــ�
ُ
�، �Cــ� ــU� �B?+#ــ�د ¯ــ^ 

.�R�
�

b \�B� ،O��� �& 
A#" 7�I)، و

ّ
�A5  

5!ـC8�� jـ, �����ـ� bـ7ل ��ـ� ��ـoري وـ7 "
ّ
a�� �B ,�
pـ�وف: وX� ـ�رج�� Tـf<

 Oـ#
l
�ـ� ��#8 �&�

�

�� 5#ـ 
Y�8 ���+�ر �&
?� و�&

ّ
A��I ��7��+3 $ �
د� 
#I" ـ�����V


�/ �<ـ�  �� ���(q ,Y و¯^
ْ
p�� �fX� ²و� ، ّBR�� ,q�#�� ²و� j��) ²� �� }C�و

 uـ
�
�®��� ��© �3U+�%�ر وB�� 7ي ��>+%q �� }�� Nـ�&%� $  �R�" يB�� �B�Iـ�ده ����Q، و

"�R5��:وف و�X� رج��� $
16
.  

 ��ـ� ��ـoري �ـ, 
�
B�� 7ي و:�&�ه b)ـ� �b�ـ�، �ـ� �ن ����� j!5�5 

�
ز �ن
l
o��BRI ��#7ل "

.������ 7 �:E� 
�
���N �ن� �& Np7(�q �cB"  
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���، وN�7b $ \�v: "���ـ�ج �� L� 4o�R�� L� ,� ����� 
�

 �ن
ّ
c®5 2�3� 4ر�(� 
¸ ��c

ل: ��7
ّ
ـ�fC�� /&cـ7ر �ـ� �Eو

ّ
f�� tـ�، و���ـ�R�(b ���c&/ ��-�7م 

ّ
f�� و���7و u�Ä� 7ف، و

�ـ� 
�
/ bـ�ل ����ـ�: �?

ّ
�I7Qو /%

ّ
���7 

�
Åf5و ،O�

l
 و��
l

 ��وف ��

�
Åf5 وف�X� هB�R�(b، و

{: و
ّ
C�، �bل 

ّ
�RQ���N ��3 �?#��ع 

�
?E 7ف�� �� Æf

ُ
? 

�
 ���RـE 4oن

�
�Rـ��ز�د ¯^ ����� 

��Aـ� �ـ��7ف
�
+�ـ
ر وـ7 

ّ
A�� �� �RQ�".

17
  Lـ� �ـ, �ـ���� 

�
وـ�B ���ـiم "<ـ^ �� �ن

.����� L� /#
�
#8�� 4o�R��  


?� ����ـ� "Aـ�R�� uـb 4oـ��i: "وQ7� O��� /�
l

#� �� �?
ـ� ���RـRQ���I 4oـ� ��7

ّ
��

/)7d-� /57+R� W�X� ¬b� �� Eو��ـ�7و و� tرت ���ـ��AI @?U �R&� N
ّ
I
ُ
�ـu �ـ� ، �vµI ر

�8ح"
ّ
A�� وف�X� /#p�) ^¯

18
�ـ
2 ��ـ, ����ـ� �ـ=��7ل  Oـ7[ ")ـ

ّ
A�� T(ـ

ّ
-�� �B. و

 4oـ�R�� ث�
م &ـ� ���ـ�ق �ـO ��ـ
�


 bـ#I .�Rو�
* ـ�ـ� ���RQـ� �Abـ��Xوف و�¦%�ت �

W�X� ـ^ �� �ـ�لA+� ـ�R&� Nـ
l
I
ُ
 وTdM، �ي ��?�+�ح ���v� 2�1 ر

ّ
@، و�O دt�7R�� LI دون 

�� ،O
l

ود.��وف ���  

��د��ـ@  Wـ�X� ـ¬b� ـ���Rـ� 
ّ
ـ�8ح، وـ{ �و

ّ
A�� وف�X� �� ����� 
&� 4o�R�� نv�

 �Bـ/ ��RI �v&ـ� 
�
�V �R&� N?@ ��ف ��

ّ
I
ُ
@ ور
َ
�
l
�
ُ
3 �vو� .�R��� �)7d-� /57+R�#/ �ي 

�
#8�

�{ 7bل ����� �|[: " �u�E و���7و و���ـ�t $ �ـ� و��ـ
 و? �
�Qt�7ـR�� $ 4oـ�R��  ـ�C" ,ـ�

 �R�" N��� jf�5 ��
19
.  

�@ و?
رכ �Ac t�1 �R� L-" N��Q �� 7 �%�57: 4o�R�� ��>� ����� ,RI ن�V 
#�

ـ/ 
�
�+��م ��<��E� �&� �#&" O� �Rزـ�ي bـ7ل ����ـ�: "و���ـX� $ �p7ـ�وف ��

ّ
+�� N�و�

 
ّ
1ـ�R� tـ�، �? iـI 4oـ�R�� ـ�

ّ
�=I ،و��ـ�7و tـ%/ و���ـ�&���� uـ�E4 و�oـ�R�� :ـ/ ��ـ�ف��ـ� و{ �ر�

"O��� 
&� �� W�X� ¬b� �� �RQ���t�" 4، و
ّ
��4 و�و� و

ّ
��4 ���� و

ّ
�� j+C5

20
.  

�+ـ� � :�p7ـ�ون ��ـ* �ـ>�ـ%/ و��
ّ
�?��
ّ
��ـN "#ـ7ل 5ـ�ر4 �3ـ�2: "و�Xـ�وف ���Q �� 7و

 ��ـ* �ـ� 5ـ�2: � و 
�
�
ُ
�&�i� �R/ ���ف: ��4o�R و����t و���7و، و�bل: و:7ر �+���I Y�8:و

d" ــ�R�i+ــ�ل: و��b ،2 فi�+ــqو� Zــ�ــ� �ــ� �ــ�ل �� �ــ�ل ودR�73ــ� ��-ــ�R ��ــ* �
l
^

".Z�� �� �R-��
21
  4o�R�� 
A#" �& �C" ,�I(t)(t)(t)(t)  ـ�� ،�R� ��q7 ر LM8##/ ��� و��

.
�� u��  
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5�+�ـ ��� ����� Oو� �R&!� Wp��
ّ

 ����� ]�ول ���ر� �� �<�� ��4o�R و��+¸ \�B�

W �+��ج.
�
#8�  ��* :7ت 

Aـ7ص $ c+ـ�ب ���ـj(qO 5-ـ�رب j(q 5-ـ�رب j(q 5-ـ�رب j(q 5-ـ�رب ----4444
ّ
&��Oـ�Aـ7ص $ c+ـ�ب ��
ّ
&��Oـ�Aـ7ص $ c+ـ�ب ��
ّ
&��Oـ�Aـ7ص $ c+ـ�ب ��
ّ
�ـ/ : : : : ��&

l

#�Aـ7ص $ 

ّ
ـ� 5-ـ�رب ��&

�
��

�ــ©، "#ــ7ل �Eزــ�ي: "��>ــ@ �&ــ� �ــ� 
�
�ــfI Oــ))%f? Nــ)+�R 5ــ�ر4 �����ــ� و5ــ�ر4 �3ــ�2 ����

ـ� رQـi :ـ��X و�ـ�ت 
�
�ـ© �ـ� ����

�
ـb Nـ�ل: Vـ�ن ���

�
?� Nـ�#��� }��&X� ,���8qق �� ����

 
�
��� 
�
jــ�=I ،Oــ� �fــ�?N ����ــ� و�ــ, "�ــ�غ �ــ� c+ــ�ب ��

�
ÅــfI ،Nــ

�
�V ــ�ب+C�� Wــ�&

ُ
�ــ© �ن "

 Nـ
�
?µI (

) �و (��3§ ����� �ـ� ���ـ��� �� ����� 

ّ
@��q) ب�+C�� $ @"ر� �vµI �����

�ـ¡ ����ـ� ?�fـN، و�b �vـ�ل")  Lـbـ� و�
�
�ـ� "�ـ¡ �fـ�ن ?�fـb .Nـ�ل: و�?

�
?µI (ـ�ل ����ـ�b

�ــ©."
�
�MUــ���ب $ ��C+ــ�ب �ــ� b)ــ� �3�ــ� ���

22
 E� 
ــ

ّ
c®pو �Bــ /

�
زــ�ي $ c+��ــN :ــ8

��#7ل
23

 �-"� �&� N�#? 
b })7�
ّ
f�� 
�
، ��c �ن

24
.  

 Lـbـ� و�
ّ
8ـb Op7ـ7ل �² ���)ـ�س �|[: "و�?

ّ
&�� j5ـ����ـd��� jـ7ي $ 

ّ
م ��ـ7 ���

ّ

b 
bو

 
ّ
ـ* I�ـN �ـ�¦%� Eن

�
 ����� رN�q و�, ]<N، و�ـV 7ـ�ن �<ـ�ه �ـ� �#

َ
��c $ T�d+�ب ���E Oن

".Nــ��� 
َ
ــ�
ُ
����ــ� �ــ, "

25
 jــ© :ــ���

�
، وbــ
 ¯�ــj ��ــ* ر�ي �Eزــ�ي �"-ــ� ���ــC� Nــ7ن ���

 $ tـ�Q ـ�� jـ� �¯�ـ#? Nـ
ّ
?� Lـ�V Nـ�ن "&#ـ� ��ـ7ر� ��qـ, ����ـ� 

�
&C� ،O��c $ 7>X+�ب ��

 ،©�
�
��� ,q�� O��ـ� ��ـBي ?fـ)N �����ـ�  و�Vن �
"�%�X� �� Nوف وR(!5�5ـ��� �R5و:ـ��

©�
�
��� �cv دون�� �B $ �&

ّ
�R" �� �B�/ �CI �����.. وiq 


ّ
c®pم، و�#  

 uـA" 2و5ـ�ر4 �3ـ� Sّ1ـ�ث �� �&sR ����ـ� ��
�

N �5ر8+" 4

�
?� ©�
�
/ iV ��3م ���

�
��I

ـ/ 
ّ
p7d��� ـ�تqر�

ّ

�� �Bــ
 �vـ\. وbـ
 ور�ـ@ 

ّ
c®" ق��f� /�(5�� 4
7[ و�V و��

ّ
A�� ه�CI

ــ7[ و
ّ
A�� N1ــR&� Oــ/ ���ــ�ق �ــcر
�
"�ــ%/ و��5ــ@ 5+8ــ
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