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Study of underwater archaeological sites in the western regions of Cherchell
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Abstract
Underwater archaeological heritage is defined as one of the aspects of human history, therefore
most countries are rushing to its preservation, through registration, inventory and study process,
but in Algeria, these operations are completely lacking, and this is due to many factors, including
the lack of qualified skills in the field of antiquities. In this study, we tried to highlight some field
work which consists in the inventory and registration of a group of underwater archaeological sites
in Cherchell region, the capital of Mauritania, Caesarea, which is mainly located in the city of
Cherchell, and the city of Gouraya. We chose this region because of its ancient history in the first
place, and its geographical location on the coast. Our work focused on underwater investigations
using the necessary equipment according to a methodology followed in determining the location
,concentration and the presence of archaeological remains underwater

Keywords:
underwater heritage, underwater investigation , inventory and registration, protection and rehabilitation plans, ports of
the ancient period
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2 Gsell (St.), Atlas archéologique de I'Algérie (publié en sept fascicules, de 1902 & 1911), Alger et Paris. P. 8

® Leveau (Ph.), Caesarea de Maurétanie. Une ville romaine et ses campagnes, Rome, Ecole Francaise de Rome, 1984. P.248.
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*York (R.), Davidson (D.), Roman harbours of Algeria, Maghreb project, 1968. P.13.
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" Gsell (St.), Cherchell..., Op.Cit, P. 67.

& Cagnat (R.), L'armée romaine d'Afrique et I'occupation militaire de I'Afrique sous les empereurs, Imprimerie Nationale,
Paris 1892. P.544.
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