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the concept of the idea between Descartes and Locke
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Abstract: The view is becoming famous in the history of modern philosophy that the experimentalism upheld by
Locke is direct against the Descartes rationalism, and the positions of Descartes and Locke have been setin antithetical
opposition to each other. This view seems to me to be unsatisfactory. Therefore, | shall attempt to disprove it. This
study is an attempt to discuss the notion of idea between Descartes and Locke in order to know the role that it plays
in their philosophies. And to realise the difference or agreement between them.
I will try to argue that Locke's notion of idea is not easy to draw a single conception of the term
idea, and the same thing with Descartes. This term is ambiguous in several ways in their
philosophies. . The idea may refer to act of thinking, or the object of thought. or representation.. It

is certainly that both Locke and Descartes are not different from each other in their usage to this

notion. | think that Locke’s notion of idea is one example of a term borrowed from Descartes. It can

hardly be doubted that the whole conception of ideas as the proper object of knowledge is Cartesian in origin.

Keywords : Idea ; perception ; knowledge ; act of thinking ; object of thought; Rationalism ; experimentalism.
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! - Yolton. John, Locke and the way of ideas, Oxford, at the Clarendon press, 1968, p :87.

- Locke, John, An Essay concerning Human Understanding, Introd. N8, p : 32.( I must here . . . beg
pardon of my reader for the frequent use of the word idea. which he will find in the following treatise. It
being that term which. I think. serves best to stand for whatsoever is the object of the understanding
when a man thinks. I have used it to express . . . whatever it is which the mind can be employed about
in tfu’n/(ing)

3 - Fraser, Alexander Campbell, Berkeley, William Blackwood and Sons, Edinburgh and London, memiii,
PP:17-18.
4 - Aaron, Richard I, John Locke, Op.cit., p : 100.
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3 - Aaron, Richard. I, John Locke, Op. cit,, p:101.
4 - Raymond, George, A Study of Locke's theory of knowledge, Wilmington., Ohio, 1919, P: 20.
5 - Alexander. S, Locke, London, Archibald Constable and CO Ltd, 1908, p:32.
229

(C) e 2012 - 2751 :L.,ij.iLa'Jl ﬁ‘-‘-ﬁ?” /ISSN: 2253 — 0592



2019 fle /9 13 1020y 7 / Teleerly dabui) o A

5,50 (1) Leee LisladT 9 LShas 1 518831 Uty smy 46T o) 3, 01808 L Shas (&1 ¢ gudlog (3llog
LT e L 3,801 0gas ¥ guatll 1 80 3ole aad Jantad Ladie suadl Lo (o Slis 5o
oanlilly aeolsl o g all i (ail 4By aiws Layud LS 328 LT (e Lyl @as g it
od e eIlya¥ly a8yl aylas e §,Sal

¥ 5,8l Laal o J) sy e 5uiasSTT seudoadl alasdle ) duds Lol lda @ wdd LS
@ e ab oly Sas Laie Sl oinge Ablusy gay 4] «oll el Alas (esany
O3] (2 A 5,58 (Lol @1 Buall J) 8,LaNL 3,58 Chimy Bliol et Laall dolusinul
5Ll 5,51 Glnly Jalall (e Bmslill 5,Sal1 (2 2ulolall 5,515 « uondl 3ayko (e 53930 5,508
e (2 LS Byl 65515yl of « (0)8,1,5)1 8,58 (e iy Lalia Lpgauine )
(1715-1638) Malebranche, Nicolas" il ks " G501 g udall L J18 dola 5,541 392l
ds J1B g el seeatll e st gulaty (Lol 5,50 agiay lasy Leud 2ot e 391 LI oS
5,Sall (g 13 3aiS Aabolall o o "l AIle" o xS dally talall Iia § dieal 4 il alle
diady o8 13] T Guetdl s e Tadad clod (5,0 (A3ya0ll §54054S [Pure idealiiallill
g sl) Lallsd! 8,SalL duadng )oYl § puaill d pgas gl Joldl ol ol Jad Zablally
Jax Lo liag. ()l alsx of Lawis Tagas Luallall KoY cllacy yolul iz gy 45L6 cJ,aM (4 554]]
il Lleatug WS 5,86l Jorsuy b “(Stillingfleer ) J| 4liluy gus) G iy ol
e l80" s

Bltey Jay s oLt gy ¥ Laas Togmg cllas HISEYI BT (ol 0l of ¥ 5Ll Lia (S0
Bagzga SISV 0 HLare! (Say cauS clyn s Lo ¥ addl § sg2g ¥ 4l Lyuel LT UL 4y
SIS O i Lsls JLall 3 aasdl ot 2xtlas ) Lazy of oS0 35500 0S5 o o9 3>
Ogasally (Jaal)Osasall 2ol (2 aas (bl gsuoslls syl Jas) Las ol IS s
Jo¥1 az sl BT C)las (ALl Ggaally Sl 35251l (2 o1 Bs (Rus gl Baamll) el

! - Aaron, Richard I, John Locke, Op.cit., p:101.
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