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Abstract:
What has been termed as virtual communities, are social systems that are not clearly defined,
structurally and functionally, the contexts of their formation, and the mechanisms of
interaction in them must be studied, in terms of the modalities of communication and
interaction, and in terms of their effects on the culture of the individual, his behavior and his
social roles, given the For its globalized nature, and governed by communication media.

Therefore, the study of virtual societies puts researchers in front of epistemological

problems: theoretical and methodological, that require a lot of accuracy, to identify or
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develop appropriate theoretical and methodological alternatives to explain hypothetical
social phenomena.
Keywords: Virtual society; Epistemological questions; netnography; methodological

alternatives; theorical alternatives; digital sociology.
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«Social network analysis tool NodeXL .the Social Media Research Foundation ®

/ https.//www.smrfoundation.org/nodex/



