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Abstract
The American educator John Dewey is classified among the great philosophers of education
that humanity gave birth to throughout its long history. This is in recognition of his
profuse intellectual and educational production which he put in the service of his
American nation in particular and the humanitarian community in general. This production is
embodied in tens of compositions where he put his leading educational theory. The
educational ideas presented by Dewey have been described as being progressive, and this is
due to their revolutionary tendency that broke the stereotypes disabling the human

capabilities and aptitudes, or the school of Middle Ages as he named it, which did not
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direct education to the right destination. Dewey expressed what he has done by the
Copernican Revolution. He is right in that because the implications and effects of his
thoughts were not far from the results of what Copernics has done in astronomy—even
if it was in adifferent domain. If the latter has changed the center of the universe to the
sun, Dewey has changed the center of the educational process to the child after it has
been mistakenly placed on the teacher or the textbook. The radiation of the educational
theory presented by Dewey and its sparkle has reached the Arab world, where many
educators, thinkers and Arab educators found in it the effective recipe that heals the

Arabic Educational systems from its chronic diseases.

Key words:  Education, revolution, child, experience, curriculum, self-activity, democracy.
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