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Summary:
This present work deals with the defensive fortifications known in Bejaia, in the middle

Maghreb, during the Islamic era since its foundation in (460 AH / 1067 AD).This was during the
reign of Nasser Bin Alnas EI Hammadi; exactly after the destruction of Beni Hammad castle in
Msila until the late Ottoman rule. These include all castles, forts, towers, fences, doors and
others which remain standing today chronicling each of the historical periods that this city had
witnessed in the Islamic era. The focus of this study is on both historical and archaeological
aspects of each remaining archaeological monuments, trying, thereby, to consider the most
important features that characterized the defensive fortifications of the city in question. And on
the development of defensive and offensive methods and war machines for sieges used. These
fortifications reveal the degree of military architecture’s evolution in Central Maghreb in terms
of construction materials, and the establishment strategy .it also provides us with a clear picture
and a model of fortifications of Islamic cities in Central Maghreb.

Key words: Bejaia, fortifications, military, castles, forts, fences, towers
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