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Abstract:

The Silk Road is considered one of the greatest roads in the world, not only because it
is a trade route, but also because it is a way of exchanging ideas and cultures, and the
transfer of technologies such as writing, wheel, weaving and others... Rather, it is a way
for the spread and transmission of religions such as Buddhism, Confucianism,
Zoroastrianism, Christianity and Islam, and sources have indicated that the generally
accepted date for the beginning of the Silk Road is the year 105 or 115 BC. At that time,
the Chinese walked halfway across Asia to connect it with a similar route going from the
Mediterranean to Central Asia. But the reality is that the route is much older and
probably dates back at least two thousand years BC .

The Silk Road was one of the most prominent constructions carried out in the era of the
Han Dynasty (206 BC -220 AD) to become a political, diplomatic and cultural route, and
its purpose was not initially commercial, but in order to establish friendly relations
between Western parties and all Central Asian countries, although there are other
opinions that the reason for the creation of this route was the silk trade.

However, in this paper, we will try to address an important problem of the importance of
trade and cultural exchange through the Silk Road to the Mediterranean during the Han

Dynasty (206 BC— 220 AD).

Keywords: Han Dynasty; The Silk Road; Commercial exchange; Cultural exchange;
China.
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