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Abstract:

The democratization of knowledge, the equal access to information, as well as the
technical challenge that relies on the creation of institutional repositories are among the
most important questions raised in information research. This topic, in fact, is closely
related to the role of libraries and training centers in enriching global funds of "open
source" resources. Therefore, the concept of the digital library is among the most
important concepts that we will first treat, analyze and detail its different models, its
different names and characteristics; in order to detect the common points with the
concept of "open repositories”. These studies are carried out to explore the various
possibilities of open access to digital libraries.

In the second part, we will try to apply the concepts already mentioned on the experience
of the Tunisian national library by focusing on the problematic of free access to its digital
content, specifically the question of free access to Tunisian printed heritage and
manuscripts that no more have the rights of ownership, copyright and the data protection.

Keywords: Open Access, Digital library of Patrimony, National Library, Institutional
repository, Tunisia
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