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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the factors and causes associated
with divorce, and to delineate the characteristics of the divorcee past family and
marital life, including dealing with disagreements, and conflicts. The study
examined divorcees point of views on their own behaviors that is associated with
divorce and their view on their ex marriage partner. Data was collected from a
national convenient sample of divorcees in Jordan. The population of divorcees in
Jordan large and there is no sampling frame. Therefore, data was collected from
the Sharia courts, social institutions that is concerned with family issues, and from
divorced women who receive assistance from the National AID Fund. The sample
was 400, approached from various regions of Jordan. Results of the study revealed
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that divorcees past family life was turbulent and experience difficulties in family
relation and functions. It was found in general, that dispute, and differences were
rampant in their life, with lack of positive relationships and the frequent use of
harsh language and behaviors in dialogue and discussions. Each party expressed
that the other party is doing more harm and not doing his/her familial and marital
duties. The study recommends the need for education program for those youth who
are planning for marriage, and to include family life education in the school and
university curricula. In addition, it recommends doing more in-depth research on
divorce and its consequences on divorcees and their children, and to encourage
action research aiming the development of evidence-based interventions.

Key words: divorce, family communication, causes of divorce, marital conflict,
Jordan
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