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Abstract:

This article aims to provide a critical descriptive approach of
the introductions of linguistic dictionaries in the Arabic culture,
given the pedagogical and cognitive benefits of the introduction.
This research included nineteen linguistic dictionaries whose
appearance lasted forty years. The analysis of these introductions
focused on both form and content. In terms of form, the focus was
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on the size of the introduction, the number of its languages, its
type, and its writing side. In terms of content, the main elements of
the dictionary were analyzed, these include: the purpose of
developing the dictionary, its characteristics, the target reader, the
method of construction, the method of use, the list of symbols and
abbreviations, and the sources of collection, all that for the sake of
improving dictionaries and making them responsive to the
requirements of the specialized reader.

Keywords: introduction; specialized dictionary; linguistic
dictionary; lexicography, Modern Arabs, critical reading.
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