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Abstract:

This paper seeks to delineate the main elements of
diplomatic protocol in the Regency of Tunis in the second half of
the eighteenth century. The primary source of this research is an
unpublished memo that is currently preserved in the French
National Archives. To better demonstrate the importance of
protocol in uncovering the dynamics of diplomacy and the order
of precedence in the Regency of Tunis, the paper will also build
on other contemporary studies of diplomatic history in Arabic
and other languages.

The paper uses an unpublished French memo dated 1777 to
reconstruct the main features of France’s order of precedence in
the Regency of Tunis. Some of the elements of diplomatic
protocol that the paper will focus on include the following:
marching band parades in front of European consulates,
greetings, the exchange of gifts, and meetings with the Bey. In
the same context, the memo also provides us with valuable
information about the different forms of celebrations in that time
period and the diplomatic protocol that regiments them. By
analyzing the memo writer’s take on these celebrations, the
paper demonstrates that these perspectives constitute values for
the social experiences of the French consuls in the Regency of
Tunis. Finally, the paper will clarify whether or not France’s
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order of precedence is the product of particular demands made
by the consuls or if it is the product of negotiations with the
Husseini throne. The paper also explains how we should regard
diplomatic protocol. It asks whether diplomatic protocol was
only a matter of signs and symbols that were supposed to be
respected or if it was a set of experiences and practices that
needed to be observed.

Keywords: diplomatic protocol-Regency of Tunis-memo-
France’s order of precedence-consuls-the eighteenth century-
courtesy and etiquette
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