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Title : Anthropology and rites

Abstract : The rituals of anthropology are an essential

element of religious life. Their study is an important sector of
the anthropology of religions, but also of anthropology and
human sciences. Rituals have been treated from the point of
view of origins (evolutionary) and their contribution to
psychological and social life (functional) and from the angle of
the symbols and symbols that embody or tolerate them
(structural and cultural). Thus, ritual is a favorite subject of the
anthropology of religions. This seems to be a distinctive feature
of traditional and ritual societies (and religious authorization) of
non-ritual societies or in which rituals move away from the
social life of secular societies.

Keywords: Anthropology, Ritual, Evolutionary, Functional,
Structural
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! _Jean Maisonneuve, Les conduites rituelles, P.U.F , paris,
1995, P. 6.

2 _Pierre Erny, Clés pour une anthropologie ouverte, L’absolu
en ’homme, L’Harmattan, Paris, 1998 P. 149- 150-

*1bid., P. 140- 150.

*-Idem, P. 9.

>-Ibid., p.12.

6. Claude Riviére, Socio- anthropologie des religions, Armond
colin, paris, 1997, P. 85- 86.

7 _Jean Maisonneuve, op.cit., p. 13- 14.

& _Idem, P. 20.

%_ Jeau Maisonneuve, op.cit., P. 37.

19 _Artur Maurice Hocart, Au Commencement était le rite, La
découverte, Paris, 2005, p. 104.-

11 ki Van Genepp, Rites de passage, Mouton, Paris, 1969.

12 _Jean Maisonneuve, op.cit., p .41.-
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1% _Ibid., p. 97- 98.
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