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Utilizing Cultural Heritage in Arab Theater

The Case of ""Abdel-Kader Alloula™ in the Context of Modern Algerian
Theater
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Abstract: The theater grew up embracing cultural heritage, leaving a significant
impact throughout various times and locations. Despite the existence of visual
practices akin to theater, the Arabs discovered and embraced it relatively late,
employing their diverse cultural heritage to create a distinct theatrical identity
across Arab countries. This process involved integrating cultural elements into
appropriate contexts without compromising the fundamental structure of the
theatrical text and presentation. In this research, we focus on exploring the
traditional forms prevalent in Arab theater, specifically within the context of
Algerian theater. Our analysis centers on the play "Al-Ajawad™ written and
directed by the esteemed playwright and director, Abdul Qader Alloula (may God
have mercy on him), highlighting the manifestation of traditional forms and their
significance in the Algerian theatrical landscape.
Keywords: heritage; Arab theater, Algerian theater; Abdelkader Alloula; Al-
Ajawad
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