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customs work conditioning with the coronavirus-19
Algerian customs case study
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Abstract:

On 11 March 2020, Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) was officially granted
pandemic status, which means, following the World Health Organization (WHO)
definition, a “worldwide spread of a new disease.”
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The COVID-19 pandemic has changed our lives in ways that we never imagined.
One thing, however, has become very clear; the continued importance of global
trade and of initiatives supporting the smooth flow of goods across borders,
especially essential goods to areas where they are most needed.

Most countries have taken steps to adapt to the new norm, and this has been
reflected on the ground. The challenge going forward is how to minimize that
impact and support a strong recovery once the situation improves. Customs has a
key role to play here. Those countries that have minimized bureaucracy and cost
at the border have been able to benefit ahead of those that haven’t.

As part of national efforts to fight against the spread of the "Covid 19"
coronavirus and in support of all the simplification procedures in force, the
Algerian Customs Directorate General brings to the attention of economic
operators, and all professionals in the sector, the entry into force of exceptional
measures aimed at facilitating and accelerating the importation of goods and their
removal upon arrival, subject to a commitment to finalize customs formalities
later.

Keywords: Customs, Customs facilitation, foreign trade, COVID-19

Jel Classification Codes:f14, 1180, F100.
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Sandra Corcuera-Santamaria & José Martin GarciaSanjinés, The resilience and
transformation of Customs authorities during COVID-19, june 2020.
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protect us from the coronavirus, April, 2020.
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The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Trade

facilitation in times of crisis and pandemic: Practices and lessons from the
Asia-Pacific region, 2021
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Figure - Trading scross Borders in Algeria - Time ang Cost

Source: World Bank Group,Economy Profile of Algeria, Doing Business 2020
Indicators, p48.
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