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The present study is an attempt to trace the rise , the deve lopment , and the

recent presse phenomenon in the Grand Maghreb (
*

) (Morocco
,
Algeria ,

Tun is i

، particu larly the print med ia
,
has witnesse

soc ia l and historical moments
,
al l of which once incorporated into a unife

represent the unique character istic s of press in this part of the world . Th

in the GM can genera l ly be divided into major historiai periods . The firs

extends from the age of colon ialism in the first hal f of the 1 9 th century unti

thirties of the 20th century . This period was characterized by the introductio

the growth of colon ia l papers whether owned by French (or Italian in the case o

authorities or privately owned by French or European sett lers
,
eventhoug

were between now and then papers which be longed to
"

local
"

individuals o

(rel igious or others) . The second period starts from the thirtie s of this centur

ends up when the States of the GM gained independence during the s ixt ies o

century . This per iod saw both the cont inu ity of colon ial press and the rise o

press pertaining to di fférent nat ionalist parties struggl ing to advance th

of independence beginn ing from the late twenties of the 20th century . The

third period begins at the years of independence and extends to the present tim

period gave the press new d imens ions and functions
,
among of wh ich th

of government economic
,
social and cultural policies or what wa

at that time media
'

s participation in national deve lopmen

method used in this study is descriptive and analytical , briefly combinin

factors (without being historic ity) and current data whenever possibl

being statistics) of press deve lopment in the GM . The shortcomings whic

or have to appear in th is study pertain to the difficult nature of the subject an

of litterature on press in the states of the GM
,
eventhough there are som

The term
"

Grand Maghreb
"

is used to inc lude the countr ies of Morocco ,
Algeria ,

Tuni sia and Libya . Other
(*)

terme wh ich take some cu l tural h istor ical ,
and po l i t ical configurations are often used to describe this part of the

wor ld . For examn le , the terme
"

North Africa
"

,
commonly used in Western media and literature

,
carries geogr

denotation s at the expen se of cu l tura l and historica l consideration s . The term
"

Maghreb Arabia
"

(wester

is used in relat ion to
"

mach rek Arab ia
"

(eastern Arabia) and emphas izes cultura l bond s among peop l

these countries , etc

.abbreviationofGrand Maghreb(**)
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attempts which have been made on press history on each state apart from the G

(2)
put together such as the stud ies of Ihaddaden ( 1 ) and Habar

The press in the GM ,
as mentioned ,

was introduced by European settlers in th

years of colonialism . That is , the press , as Ihaddaden puts it , is an imported

(7841)phenomenon (3 )
. The first newspapers such as AlMubashir of Algeri

Raid A l Tun isia of Tunisia ( 1 86 1 ) , and Trables A l Gherb of Libya ( 1 866 ) wer

to communicate with the local population on colonial administration
'

s

the 1 9 th century) . Morocco ,
Algeria ,

and Tunisia were)@ص

-underFrench colonialism for more than a century . Algeria , for instance ,
was cons

"

Française@فيس

during the war of
،

( 1 954 - 62) . The French influence in these countries even after thre

decades of independence ( 1 960 - 90) sti ll is evident and high . Today ,
many importan

in circu)4"ز"

(4) in Algeria ,
LeMatin (50 ,

000) (5 ) in Morocco ,
and La Presse deTunisi

)6 (
. The print med ia pub lished in Arabic are nonetheless witn issing and no

difficulty great gains both quantitatively and qualitatively ,
i . e .

,
AlMassa

80(35,000)(9)اول
,
000( )

7 ( in Algeria ,
A lA lam (45 ,

000) (
8 ) in Morocco

,
A l Saba

in Libya))ز"ا

-Thecurrent press system in the GM shares some characteristics of the author

press theory . That is , the press , electronic and print , performs functions under

government control and restriction
,
none of the four countries enjoys press aut

from government . The l ittle autonomy which may exist applies mainly t

media
,
eventhough the current situation inc luding that of Algeria indicates

that there is a tendency for the press to slowly move away from complete gover

control . The private and independent press lacks journalistic traditions and i

to political pressures from government and economic restraints from th

and economic shortcomings of the environment in general

and newspaperاإ

except and to some extent that ofAlgeria ,
are low ( 1 0 to 30 cop ies o

papers per 1
,
000 people) ( 1 2 )

. The press usually directs itself to the urban elit

is heterogenous and exhibits différent modes of norms
,
habits

,
tongues , an

although the electron ic media (radio and television) have reache

every part of the G

review of literature on internatinal communication shows that there is littl

about the press in the GM . Lowenstein
'

s survey , known as the Pres

and Critical Ability (PICA) , gives différent appreciations of pres
in the countries of the GM . Morocco is ranked among countries that ar

with many controls , Algeria among the countries whose press is controlled wit
degree ,

Tunisia among countries which have controlled press system with low
degree ,

and Libya among countries unranked for reasons of insufiicient inform
(13)tion

The Rugh
'

s classifications of the Arab press (the mobil iz ing system , the loyal ist
system ,

and the diversity system) are represented in the GM . The mobi lizing syste
Algeria and Libya ,

is characterized by a high degree of government control ove
press . The press in these countries went through the process of nationalization

during the early years of independence and then became an instrument for gover
The loyal ist system in Tun is ia makes the press support the

أ
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goverment is spite of the fact that a great part of the press is private ly owned . Th

system in Morocco insures nome degree of freedom in criticizing th
(14)

governmen

The PICA survey can be criticized on many grounds . The survey rel ies on th

concept of freedom which is a controvers ial term and presents serious difficulties i

cross - cultural comparison . In add ition
,
the concept of freedom was viewed mainly i

terras ofmedia
'

s relation to government . That is
,
the press system is considered free i

so far as such system is not controlled by government whereas journal ism practices i

cultures shows that press control can be excercized by either government (a

authoritarian states) or corporate and financial interests (as in theWestern world

-otherhand
,
is probably the most extens ive and compre

ا

-hensiveanalysis of the Arab press in genera l . The author was ab le not on ly to de

thouroughly the différent aspects that shaped the development of the Ara

but to develop a theory which gives the Arab press a un ique position in

relation to the existing theories of the press , namely the authoritarian ,
the libe

the communist
,
and the social responsib i l ity ( 1 5 )

. Rugh
'

s study ,
however , wa

simp listic and contains general ities which do not reflect the divers ity and th

of the many facets of the press in the GM . 1 outl ined , in a length

( 1 6 ) of Rugh
'

s study ,
basic critics of Rugh

'

s approach in terms of form an

among ofwhich the dominance of one variable in the analys is of the Ara

(media
'

s relation to government) ; the inability to uncover the depth of cultura

that unify regional groups of states within the Arab World such the group o

GM
,
the eastern Arabia

,
the Golf states

,
etc . ; the omiss ion of the Palestinia

press,the,س@"س@ simplification of some historical event

by non - Westerners on press development in the countries of the GM

(17)is skimpy . Ihaddaden cites a dozen of studies done on press history in Algeri

of which tend to be descriptive and historical such as the one conducted b

(81)Zoubir Seif et Isla

The Press in Morocc

first newspaper appeared in Morocco was a Spanish paper cal led Th

Liberal which was published in the town of Sebta around 1 820 . The firs

in Arab ic language A lMaghrib (Morocco) appeared in 1 886 . Tafasca note

that the number of paper appeared in Morocco between 1 820 and 1 9 1 2 exceede

most of them were owned by European settlers and pub lished in French o

(19)Spanish languag

ry press which uses modem techniques of journalism in Morocco

goes back to the thirties of this century with the rise ofnationalist parties (20)
. Signif

that modem history can be traced precisely to WarWorld II (2 1 )
. In 1 944

,
th

Party ,
which led the country to the independence ,

started its own tw

Al
'

A lam in Arabic and l
'

Op in ion in French . The two papers wer

French colonialism and advocated the Arab nationalism in Morocco . The

French - owned company ,
Mas Group ,

had few important newspapers which su

the transition to independence . The two biggest dailies of the company wer

Vigie and Le Petit Maroca in . The two papers , according to Rugh ,
were mor

than politically oriented and tended to concentrate on local news an

s relations with France (22 )
. Tafasca ,

on the other hand ,
argues that the tw

(23)
papers were very loyal to the French adm

inistration inMorocc

-9 5-



On attaining independence in 1 9 56 ,
a great number o

f newspapers reflectin

not interfère in4أ
34@

nd to the open ly competing political factions as il
--

@3أأ،أ@أمح@"،4لاء*ه،يا"س@،)ء،

-tis
,
the press could survive the tran

-

"@"9ح،أع4أولثع03"@1؟31،أ5اعء"@،ح،أهلا@س@4،،313.ء"+

ition period and keep its diversity . The press legislatio
n of 1 9 5 8 reflected somewha

desire of différent political parties to preserve the right and the freedom o

expression (24 )
. Although the press in Morocco enjoys a low degree of control , th

- - - - - - - - 1 n en

does exercise restrictions on the press . The government in 1 959 suspe

all pub lications of the Istiqlal Party and arrested the chief editor and th

s

same inc ident was repeated in 1 965 when the
ط+

"

mgاط

(52)

s

to suspend or ban a newspaper . The government in 1 97 1 also bane

and Le Petit Marocain (owned by a French company) for theأ

.reasonthat they were against the kingdo

,prtvatenewspaper،يمْء

y are

owned and have a relatively moderate rate of readership . The press in

Morocco can be divided into three types : the pro ,
the critical , and the ant

newspaper

pro
-

government dailies are represented by five dailies: Le Matin and

Maroc So ir , owned by Ahmed Alaoui
,
a former minister and a relative of the Kin

Mithaq A l Watany and A l Maghrib ,
owned by Ahmed Osman ,

the Prime

Minister ,
and A l Anba , pub lished by the Ministry of Information . The dailie

of the government
,
are A l

'

A lam and l
'

Op in ion ,
of the Istiqlal Party . The

anti - government dailies are AlMuharrir, of the Socialist Union of Popular Force

A l Bayan (one edition in Arab ic and another in French) , of the Progress and

ment dailies are more likely to suffer from govern@+.+لأس@؟

.

()ment restrictions than others

,Broadcastingin Morocco general ly is governement owned and controlled

[exceptfor the radio station (Midi 1 ) and a local TV station in the city of Dar

Journal ism education in Morocco is offered at the
'

Institut Superieur d

created in 1 977 . The institute ,
located in Rabat

,
offers a two -

yea

(**)
program which is both theoretical and practica

distribution of Fore ign press in Morocco is extensive . The number o

newspapers , magazines , and other periodicals that are distributed in

Morocco today is 1 02 1 titles . Most of this press cornes from France (653 titles

,followedby Egypt (74 titles) and then cornes Lebanon , Spain ,
Kuwait , Saudi Arabia

Germany (the Western part) , England ,
and Syria . The countries that contr

with less than 1 0 titles are Qatar , United Arab Emirate
,
the United States , th

(26).SovietUnion
,
Purtugal , Hol land , and Switzerlan

The press law in Morocco provides fines and prison for
"

ofenses agrainst the royal fam ily , the public peace ,
the(*)

"

.moraland unity of the armed forces and po l ice , and external securitv

,Sometheoretical courses include : history ofmass commun ication , mass media law ,
economics ofmass media(**)

:andsonie practical courses include،
ا

.
techniques of reporting , editina , photocraphv , et
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The Press in Algeri

The press in Algeria appeared during the eartly years of co lon ia l ism . Ihaddade

différent types of press affil iations during the 1 9 th and the I st half ot the

twentieth century; a) the official or the government press (French admin istration,

which was first directed to settlers
,
soldiers of the expidition , etc . and later to loca

(indigènes) to provide information on government po licies , i . e . , A

which started in 1 847 ; b) the colonial press wh ich reflected the views o

-theFrench and
'

other European settlers ; c) the press of locals (la presse indigen

which be longed to local individuals or groups such as A lHaq which appeare

1 893 in the city of Annaba and A lMisbah which began in 1 904 in the c ity o

and d) the nationalist press brought about by the rise of national ist partie
(27)1 9 30beginn ing with A l Ouma i

The press in Algeria has witnessed sign ificant growth beginn ing with War

World II (28 )
. This is due to many factors , among ofwhich the develooment of nati

press , the increasing number of European settlers
,
etc . In the 1 9 50

'

s
,
there

were eight dai ly newspapers in the country . The two biggest were La Dépêche Qu

control led by the great land - owner and pol itician Henry Borgeaut , an

owned by Vicomte de Serigny ,
a land owner and businessman . Bothكألمفىلم

.(newspapersadvocated French Algeria (l
'

Algérie Français

nationalist movement had only weeklies: Algérie Libre
,
organ of th

for the Triumph of Democratic Liberties (MTLD) , La Républiqu

voice of Ferhat Abbas
'

Democratic Un ion for A lgerian Manifes

A lBassa ir
, published by U lema

, the Muslem cultural organization ; an

(28)L iberté
,
an underground paper of the Communist Party

-Theseweekl ies became underground when the French administration suppre

them in 1 95 5
,
as the seven -

year for independence was beginning . The Nationa

al l national ist organizations ,
started publishing,ألاأط

own paper ElMoudjahid in 1 9 56
,
which was also circulating clandestinely in th

The Arab press ,
during the colonial period ,

witnessed many forms of restri

and suppressions and ,
thus

,
was not able to flourish and grow . In fact

,

"

a large

group of French settlers living in Algeria gained control of the economic
, politica

"

.andcultural life so thorough ly that the Arab press was not able to gro

country got independence on Ju ly 5
,

1 962 . During the period between Jul

November 1 962
,
a number of newspapers of diverse political orientations and

ْ

"stseretniيمءفهappeared . The National Liberation Front brought to Algiers ElMoud

-whichwas pub lished as a weekly in Tunis ; the communist - backed A lger Republ

banned in 1 95 5 ,
reappeared and the Algerian Peoples

'

Party (PPA) started t

its organ . This period did not last long . In November 1 962
,
The Algeria

Party and the Communist Party were banned in an important step toward

a one -

party system . As a Result , the newspapers of both parties were

forced to close . Between November 1 962 and August 1 963
,
the national Liberer

Front reinforced its position in the country and created three newspapers an

magazines to spread its political orientation and create acceptable conditions fo

one -

party system . In August 1 963
,
the parliament

,
representing delegates fro

National Liberation Front , proclaimed Algeria a one
-

party state . As a result
,
th

lost its diversity . on september 1 7
,

1 963
,
the po litical bureau of the Nationa
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hoع3حكأُلمgفىLiberation Front announced the nationalisation of La Dépêche

and La Dépêche de Constantine . At the same time
,
the Algerian Pres

(APS) news agency was set up . The only paper which was not affected by the

process of natinalisation at the time was Alger
- Republica in . The newspaper surv

until June 1 9
,

1 96 5 when a new government was set in p lac

foreign press , particularly the French ,
had a wide circulation , in Algeria a

time (see Table 1 ) . The last decision to organize the structure of the Algeria

was the creation in January 27 ,
1 966 ofa national company (société Nationale

dition et de Diffusion) with the objective ofmonopolizing editions and importةa'd

.

(30)tions of all kinds ofpublication

1Tabl

(
'

)1965-1962irculation for French Press in Algeria during the period of transitionصة
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.............
.Mondeلأظ

..............,LeFigaro

................Combat
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.Paris - Jou

Weeklies

...........
-Paris - Match
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'

Express
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Ihaddaden notes that the press in Algeria since the independence can be divide
three periods . The first period 1 962 - 1 965 is characterized by a) the creation o

daily newspap iers owned by the governement such as (Ach . chaab (Peup le) (
*

) i
El Djoumhouria (Republique) (

**
) and An . nasr (Victoire) (

***

) in 1 963
, an

ce Soir in 1 964 ; b) the national ization of colonial press ; and c) contro l o
press . The second period 1 964 - 1 976 saw the increasing number of new

examp le , went fromْمه3ء"

inز004,66 1 965 to 1 40
,
000 in 1 97 5 . The whole printings of dai ly ne

-

wspapers gre

1 1 3
,
000 to 227

,
000 during a ten -

year period ; and c) the third period whic
from 1 976 . This period is singled out by the developement of the di ffusion o

of the important role@أ

the press can p lay in society in general (3 1 )
. Th is period saw also the expans io

electronic media
, particulary the use of televiso

There are many social and political factors both internal ly and externally whic

prepared the way for a significant process of change in terms of conten

and media structure beginning with the 1 980
'

s . The well - publicized event

October 1 988 have accelerated the process of historical evolution in the world o

media . The law of pol itical association ,
1 989

,
has opened the way for

party system . Hence
,
the press as a dependent variable has moved to the ag

diversity , particularly in the arena of print media . Today. ,
there are more tha

recognized political parties in Algeria ,
and each party seeks to acquire its ow

of information and commun ication especially a stable and well - establishe

current map of print media reflects basically the significant development

at the social
,
economic and political levels . The governement papers

،(5260 ,00)Horizon,(

party papers , although not"+.4زءلم

(320,000)4hid

A lMonaid (
****

) of)3صأ
-andAsalo (

*****

) of the Assem3)@بر@زلم
for Culture and Democracy (RCD) , A l Taqadoum of the Social Democratic

ârلأ+) Association for Un ity and Work (AP@

3( , etc . The independent@لا(@ولك

.papersare quiet few , among ofwhich AlKhabar, le Jeune Independen

are a number of important weeklies in a form of magazine or tab loid

organغ ot the National Liberation Front
,
A lgérie Actualitْكا

tends to have liberal stands on economic and political affairs , and Revolutio

which generally takes leftist orientation in the coverage of national an

events . Revolution Africaine was founded in 1 963 to cover Africa
'

for political , economic , and cultural independence . It was established as a

weekly and the government hoped that it would circulate throughou

speeking Africa , but it did not for political and economic reasons . Here
, on

can also add the recent competing weeklyHebd

Algerian Press Service (APS) was first established in Tunis in Decembe

as a medium to spread the NLF
'

s view in the struggle for independence o

.inOran ,
and (

***

) in Constantine(**)،
ول

.publishedin Arabic with two ful l - pages in French(****)
.published in Berber(*****)
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_-Algeria.On attaining independence , the A
PS was brought to Algeria and started

_

»

l
*

. ' _ _ T l- _ A "v ,La
أ-

teleg raphic service ,
fol lowed in April 1 963 by full telex facil

ities . The APS distr

in Arabic and French and preserves the m
onopoly of the distribution to a

media in the countr

electronic media is government owned . There is one TV channel and radi

which comprises four pub l ic channels in Arabic (channel 1 ) , Kabyl

an international channel in many foreign

The power of radio transm
ission has developped from 780 Kw in 1 965 t

،
000 Kw in 1 97 5 . The number of radio receivers has increas

ed from one million i

to three millions in 1 97 5 and then to three millions and a half in 1 986 . As fo

sets , the number increased from 1 50
,
000 TV sets in 1 965 to 500

,
000 i

and to one mill ion and a half in 1 9 86 . The government budget set for th

of information and communication dramatical ly favors electronic media a

to print and other forms of communication . The part in the budget (bot

that of equipment) allocated for TV and radio range from 680/c
-

"طس@لملأآولأحاهاولول@

to 96% of the whole budget dedicated to communication from 1 966 to 1 984 . Th

agency cornes second in importance with a share of about 1 5% . The prin

comes last and rece ives only about 5% of the budget during the cam

;32)
period

new technologies of communicatiorl is affecting dramat
ically the GM part

Algeria in the area of broacasting through satellites . The satellites signai

major French TV channels can be captured throughout the northern part o

GM and the phenomenon of 1 . 5 - meter dishes that sit atop buildings and bouse

apparent in the big cities of Algeria such as Algiers , Oran ,
Constantine ,

an

It is estimated that 1 in every 4 families is linked to a French TV channe

many French TV channels such as La 5
,
6

,
2

,
and Canal + through satellit

The cultural and social impact of these signais can only be devastatin

studies on media
'

s impact on the general audience are lackin

circulation of foreign publications , particularly French publications , i

is significant . The economic crisis created by cuts in oil prices has affecte

the availabil ity of imported pub lications beginning with . 1 985 . (se

2 on foreign press in Algeria during recent year

education was thought immediately alter the independence at the

Highèr National Institute of Journalism (Ecole Nationale Superieure de Journ

1 964 . The institute was integrated in 1 978 with the Institute of Politica

two"+.

were separated again in 1 984 and journalism training is offered today a

nstitute of Information and Communication (ISIC) . The program of study tends@4طس

;33)Iheoretical and Gloser to political science than to journalism fieldظ*
0،5
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The Press in Tunis i

history of Tunisian press goes back to 1 8 1 8 when the first newspaper A

Al Tun isia was estab lished (34 )
. The press of French and other Europea

witnessed substantial growth during the late 1 9 th century . Here , one can cit

) 4 ( , and Le،لمئم
Tun isien ( 1 886) . There were some important papers which defended clairl

interests of the colons in Tunis ia such as l
'

Annexion ( 1 892 ) , La Tun isi

( 1 892 ) , and Le Colon França is ( 1 9 1 2) . There were also in the sam

papers which reflected the views of French settlers called at the tim

Tunisien
"

and which lasted for a significant period of time such a

Tun isien ( 1 8 89 ) and La Dépêche Tun isienne ( 1 889 ) . La Dépêch
(35)1 962ceased to appear only i
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The nationalist press advocating the independence of Tunisia appeared during
لم

the thirties of this century . Rugh notes that Habib Bourguiba started new era o

press by pub l ishing l Action Tun isienne in 1 932 which advanced th

of independence by mean ofnegotiation . The natinalist press , unlike that o

and Morocco ,
did develop during the period of French colonialis

8 8 1 - 1 9 56 ( primarily because of a significant group of middle - c lass intel lectuals)
e natio.+ط(

nal ist press , however , was not allowed to flourish ,
it was

"

control led ,
censored

,
an

by the French administration .

"

For example ,
l
'

Action Tun isienne wa

in 1 93 3 to close along with other nationalist papers . The nationalist paper

l ived a long period of instabil ity because ofFrench intervention in its fonctions

-Therewere during the era of independence ( 1 956 ) many types ofpapers ; nati

colonial
,
and imported . The paper l

'

Action became an organ of the rulin

Socialist Party along with Al
'

Amal paper . Few colonial papers survive

transition period of independance . The lead ing French - Language paper , L

Tunisienne ,
was forced to close in 1 962 for economic reason

press in Tunisia during the time ofBourguiba ( 1 9 56 - 1 987) was loyal to an

of the government despite the fact that it is general ly privately owned . I

to be passive in its language , sensative to the political environment , and di

criticize the basic tenets of national pol icy and personal ities at the top of th

That is ,
the press in Tunisia had little diversity . As an editor put it a

time with some exageration:
"

the newspapers are so similar that they might a

.wellbe nationalize

press in Tunisia , according to its code , was free , but that freedom wa

in order to
"

protect society from anything injurious to tranquility ,
securit

،
and

"

to protect the state and the constituted agencies of)
against anything liable to cause foreign or domestic desorders .

"

The
ا

government has used the above argument to suspend or close a newspaper . Th

press exercised self censorship and for that reason ,
the governement did no

to control private newspapers through its political agents or through press la

newspaper took policy statement made by the governement officiais as
in their writings . The government

,
on the other hand

,
tended to establish goo

with newspaper personnel and ,
sometimes

, praised these newspaper
"

balance
"

and
"

objectivity
"

in reporting event

private newspapers were more
"

likely to critic ize governmen

which the general publ ic finds deficient , and print stories which put specifi

In 1 97 1
, the government suspended)

""

Communist Party organ along with other papers of opposition parties , puttin
an end to party papers in Tun isi

press in Tunisia since 1 987 is witnissing some relaxation as the country i
s11y toward a multi - party system . There are two government

newspapers in Tunisia
,
A l

'

Amal and l
'

Action and three private newspapers

.EsSabah was the mort critical newspaper in the country before 1 97 1 . It supporte
a long time

,
the rebel secretary general of the Neo - Destour Partyy for bi

progra

map of Tunisian magazines and periodicals is wide indeed . The weeklie
A l Sabah A l Ousbou i

, Assada
, A l Sour, Al Ousbou A lMosawar

, Le Temp
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Hebdomadaire, and La Presse Sport . The bi - month lies include A lRabat. The

(39)jyal
(40)ets Portua ires , etcكألموللمع

The Tunisian press agency as wel l as TV and radio with its regional stations i

many FrencsqafSخhand Al Monstir are government owned . There are actua
which seek to open private TV and radio channels in Tun isia . The saur

occurs also in the world or print media and advertising . The presence o

n Frenc-اط،hا

,dailiesand magazines
:
Other papers and journals corne from Saudi Arabia

,
Kuwai

.theSoviet Union
,
England ,

Lebanon
,
Egypt , Syria , China , A lgeria , et

The press in Libya goes back historical ly to the late 1 9 th century . The firs
Trables Al Gherb appeared in 1 866 . The references deal ing

'

with pres

in Libya are very rare . However
, one cannot exclude the fact that the

Lybian press followed a pattern s imi lar to that ofmost other countries of the G
is

,
the press introduced by the Ital ian settleres became the instrument of th

movement beginning with the th irties of this century . The country afte
independence ( 1 9 52 ) was ruled by a monarchy until 1 969 during the time o

the new regime took over al l means of information in the country . The pres
in Libya is very l imited (64 ,

000) in 1 976 (42 )
. Among the importan

A l Jadid and A lRay pub l ished in the capital of Tripol i . TV was

only in 1 968 . Today ,
there are about 500

,
000 radio receivers ( 1 986 ) an

(43)23 5
,
000 TV sets ( 1 98 7) in the countr

overview of press development in the GM can provide some basis fo

which puts such press in a new light in relation to other systems o

in the world arena

[Thepress in the countries of the GM fol lowed a similar pattern of histori

The press was first introduced by European settlers during the earl

of colon ial period . Then
,
the press was used by the nationalist parties t

independence during the thirties
,
the fourties

,
and the fifties of thi s

century . Then
,
the press became a government tool to propagate economic

,
social

,andcultural programs beginn ing with the first years of independence . Many social

,economicand cultural factors both internally and external ly have led the pres

the print media
,
to move toward a system ofdiversity reflecting différen

that characterize political arena . This has been materialized during the 1 980
'

the type ofparty press and to a lesser extend independent privately- owned pres

press system in the GM does not theoretically fit with the authoritarian pres

nor with the communist or the libertarian press theories . Here
,
one can sugges

type of theory wh ich can be called the nationalist press theory ,
a theory whic

a historical position of new emerging nations striving Io preserve their ow

and occupy its place in the world economic and political system . The fact tha

press especially the electronicmedia is government owned and control led does no

it necessarily authoritarian for the national considerations of interests and prid

to override particular privileges and benefits ofa political class which happens t

in power . The authoritarian press system as it has developed during the 1 6th an

1 7th century in Europe was closely linked to the personality of the King and hi

and national dimension was not apparent during that time . This is probably on

which led to the decay ot the Kingdom institution and the rise of the l ibertaria

system beginningwith the 1 8th in Europ
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enon of b ilingualism@ثث

and French) . The press prints or broadc
asts in both Arabic and French . Thi

historical fact can only have significant cultural consequences whic

the nation
'

s ability to preserve and develop its own identity
(
*
) and can distor

.communicationin the nation in genera

press infrastructure is moderately developed in the GM . The ambitiou

programs set up by the countries of A
lgeria and Libya during the 1 970

'

given these two countries some advantage in the area of media
'

s basi

i . e . , communication stations , printing house , etc . Nonetheless
,
th

of the GM invested basical ly in the field of electronic media for man

among of which the existence of a significant rate of illiteracy and th

fear ot the power that the print media may have in changing people
'

attitudes and behaviors in general (see Table

3Tabl

Data in The G

Libv
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0

1 97

0

1 9 7

1 o . oo

Tnnici

1 9R

500 . oo

1 . 0002

1 97

nnn
.

0 . 00019

1 44 . 1 1

Al@eri

1 98

Sm i n
.

92m 1

9 . 0009

1 97

0

1 Am i

(1977)1
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Marocc

(***)1 98

1 . 2min

(****)

Oml
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(**)1 97

522 . 00

1 . 5ml

32 5 . 00

Variahl

Countr

ص@

TV sets!

Radio receiver

ofdail

0papers pe

es in us

Psychological studies have shown the significant relations between the processes of acquiring a language and the(*)
.developmentof one

'

s own identity

,585-515.Inthe WorldA lmanatic,
News paper Enterprise Association , Inc . New York ,

1 982
, pp(**)

,Inthe World A lmanatic,
An Imprint of Pharos Books ,

A Scripps Howard Company , New York(***)
.760-686.1990.pp

.min= million(****)

[Thepress in the GM tends to be concentrated in the b ig cities of Rabat , Dar

Oran
,
Algiers , Constantine , Tunis , and Tripoli . The regional press is rare o

existent . There is little exchange between and among the countries of the G

terms of print media
,
radio and TV programs

,
etc . The reader in any of thes

knows little about the happenings in other countries in spite of the fac
these countries share a common historical and cultural heritage . The exil

ofMaghreb Vision (during the 1 970
'

s) which linked Morocco
,
Algeria , an

in relation to TV coverage of some sport and cultural events did not last fo
reasons؟"
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The current trend of the press in the GM is moving toward a system ofdiversit

to regional exchange among the countries of the GM . The relation of this pres

the external world will be characterized by serious competition between th

Islamic culture general ly reflected in the press published or broadcasted i

and the Western mode of culture genera l ly portrayed in the press tha

in French language . The first type is historical ly l inked to the Arab and th

world whi le the second tends to be influenced by the Western type of

society in general . There is certainly a great need for further studies on the structur

content , the audience ,
and the effect of the media in the GM in order to provid

more comprehens ive understanding of the media in this important of the worl

1 95

)1

6

1 98

1 95

1 93

1 9 7

97 31

.FirstPu

1 9 7

(**)1 98

00

6 5 . 00

0

. 00

4Tabl
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1
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5 . 0003

000

. 00

1 0 . 00

. 00

Languag
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