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Many years ago , governement
'

s role in public affairs was vers restricted i

countries due to that the triumphant philosophy about the state function wa

from the French sources and at less degree from the British Revolutio

new political thoughts was a strong reaction against the omnipotent stat

by the monarchy . So
,
the new corner philosophy made a clear cu

government
'

s role and private
'

s role in those states where those principle

taken as a gu ide for political and economic activities . Formally , this ol

is still practiced in minor degree in those countries so - called Western

World . At the beginning the government action was confined to the fol lowing area

Administration
,
Foreign Policy ,

Tax Collection , National Defense an

Political Affairs . The col lorary of the new thoughts was then and still i
"

less government intervention
"

to allow a strong private in itiative from thos

where the government action was practical ly banne

new pol itical thoughts were of course together with its respectiv

thesis . . . that of the
"

invisib le hand
"

in the economy . The invisible han

and is the cornerstone for a free market economy ,
where supp ly and demand b

might allocate resources in the economy . The impact and internalizatio

this thesis left practical ly to the private enterprises or private sector almost every

thing concerned with human resources development
,
at that period of tim

since that period ,
many truths are not truths any more

,
society has bee

and so does political thought . This change is due that a free marke

as it was concerned cannot cope very well with the complexities o

that face the modern society without a strong government role

[Thisfact together with a high rate of unemployment
,
housing needs , , education

and the development of the planning society in Eastern Europe has al lowed t

government
'

s role make its come - back . Thus , as 1 have related in the previou

the importance of the role of the government in the economy an

has been growing towards the years . At the time being ,
a few people discuss

the right that a government has about the development of its human endowmen

is very hard to find any activity where a government does not have anythin
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to do or say . So
,
those changes have permitted the development ofbig government

'

in must of the fie lds where il used to be hanne

critica l question on the role ofgover in economic development is the exten

wh ich governmen t con shape or shaped by the society ofwh ich it is a par

or rather bas ic economic

social change was the shaper and government very much a stricly determine

George Unwin put i

main feature of British h istory since the seventieth century has )een th

of a state by a power ful Societ

the pol itical descendents ofMarx have demonstrated in no uncert i n a

!

can go a long way in reshaping the surrounding society . And cu -ntl

s in Asia and Africa in part influenced by the Soviet examr, ar

a determined effort to put ther stagnant economies on the road to wh th

selfsustained growt

what extent are thy likely to be success ful . . . ? and what instrument a

.authoritywill thy fend it necessary to us

wi l l be useful to distinguish there possible common areas of research in whic

data to be examined are diffrently relate

the changing role government over time within a relatively stable
social structure and culture . . . Western Europe since the begin ings of industrializ

to choose such an area and periode implies at teast two thing

implies

:Onthe one hand

hat it i s fru it ful to exam ine the simi larities and interretationships among the
countries that make up th is culture as wel l as the special circumstances of a part

country

:2.On the other han

means that desp ite a continuous proceses of change over trough ly tw
it is stil l usefu l to think of th is as deve lopment within substantial ly th

society

,Itwe can accept these implication

seems reasonable to demarcate this time period and this area as one in whichitmay be useful to examine comparatively the chang ing role of government in th
and in relation to econom ic deve lop s
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It we look back to the begining of industrialization in the west particular

E )n land@

We can early fai l to be struck by sma l lness of the pos it ive ro le p layed b

in the deve lopment process

er adapt ing the lega l framework to meet

condition of enterprise and providing a minimum of social and economi

main contribution of gover was to act out of the wa

the Un ited State

ro le was larger but the in itiat ive did not came principal ly fro

various state cap itals but from private groups who needed pub l icat ion to furthe

own economic interests or the interests of the ir areas
,
the prime nover o

change was private enterpri s

the other countries whire industria l ization came later thun in England th

of gover (the state) in economic deve lopment was much larger Gersehenkron i

essay relat is an in creasing role of the state to the degree of backwardness found i

the growth process is being in itiated،

.Backwardnesscan accentuate the role of gover in at test tive way

By influencing the goa ls of the society . . . an

The motivat ions of its pol itical leaders in ways that can be only real ized b

act ion . Government can pay a role in the transfer of estab lished technolog

forms of organization that it cou ld never p layed in the ir initiation th is was tru

the later deve lopment of Western European countr ies and it has part icula

in the currently underdeve loped world re lative backwardness ma

in fluence the character of deve lopment and the ro le played by governmen

its promotion
,
but within a common culture there are strong similarit ies as we l l a

in this ro le

-Obviouslythere are large diss imi lar it ies in the rates and character of deve lo

and in the response of governments within the area of Western Europea

but the simi lar i ties of act ion and response are suffic ient ly important t

a caseful comparat ive study of the ro le of government in the deve lopmenta

wi thin th is cu ltur

.Thisquestion i

does government react to the changing pattern of economic deve lopmen

most of

area of Western Europ (?an sett lement during the per iod under consideratio

type ofpar l iamentary democracy has been prefered form of gover

that may be it is c lear that parl iamentary democracy is a system o

the society exerts i l6،ا

n fluence on governmental act ion through group pressures of various sorts and it i

correct to say that the poss ibil it ies of governmenta l act ion to promot

imposed by the possibi l ities of compromis ing th،e6،ااا8ا

.a l ly power fu l groups6،آح
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Sti l l these limits may be fairly wide if the relevant groups recognire as thy hav

[teIndedto do in western society ,
that econom ic development is likdy to benefit a

oups though in different degreesة

These limits can perhaps be i l lustrated by the current controversy on th

whether it would be possible for the U . S . A to raise its long term growt

3 percent per annum to
,
say 5 percent

his wou ld presumab ly require a large expansion of productivity in creasin

and direction of these expenditures . It is difficult to see how this coul

done an thout an expansion of the public sector and a prolifération of controls on

private actions qu ite unacceptab le to po l itically power ful groups in the commun it

may be fruitful to distinguish the ro le of govern in assisting an expansion o

supply of resources from its influence on the direction of resources use
,
and it

participation in resource management

,Oragain it may be useful to cons ider government activities in the public secto

the private sector and in various mixed relationships that in western soc iety , ar

increasingly commo

Let as consider the role of government in a society in process or drasti

obviously societies are always in process , of chang

has given us a model . But the marxian model te ll us
,
that in real ity th

society has already been shaped within the womb of the

-Althoughthe ro le of the state during the period of
"

dictatorship of the prolet

in bringing into be ing the institutions of the new soci ?ety in class ical marxis

in revolutionary ,
as well as evolutionary periods of history is very muc

the shaped rather than the shoper of the course of events

ns phraseا
"

monopoly of violence
"

equipped with the well developed ideology and avialin

of al l the instruments of authority and erro r . The Soviet and Chines

at kast raise the quest io

governments appropriately equipped wïth development ains an

able to draw on the techno logy ofmore advanced areas and

lacking in the instruments of authority may no go very for on restrip ing thei
societie

these governments to be successfu l wi l l have to command a mesure o

support and obvious ly sphere of act ion is l imited by the characteristics o
soc iety ofwhich they are a part . And as the experience in a number of Souther
and Africa countries has already indicate

in these newly independ States are not likely to l imit themselve
very long to an observance of the trapp ings of democrac

Although the ro le of government in the process of deve lopment is large l

yshapedin the reciprocal relations of state and soc iety there are no doubt elements i
phys ical environment that wi l l influence that ro l

has
,
for examp le ,

been observed that the size of an economy ,
by variou

is related to its degree of dependence on international trade . In th

"
3

، gover has some notab le disadvantages compare
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private enterprise ,
as the example of Israe l suggests . It may be that a h igh degree o

on foreign trade may not be compat ib le with an effect ive govern contr

the direction of resource use . The vers s izab le fraction of total investment that i

Latin - American countries fal ls in the pub l ic sector is in fluenced by thes

phys ical consideration

conc lude the rote of gover and econom ic development , we l l repeat th

with which this discuss ion bega

critica l question that must guide such an inqu iry is the extent to wh ic

government can shape or is inev itab ly shaped , by the society ofwhich it is a par
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