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The Universal Criminal Jurisdiction Principle in Face of Impunity Between
Theory and Application Problems in light of The Trial of Chad’s Ex- president
Hussein Habri.
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Abstract

The national courts might transform into international ones concerning the
international common interests through stamping some crimes out depending on the universal
criminal jurisdiction. According to this jurisdiction, the national judiciary can sentence any
suspect regardless to his nationality or the crime’s place. This principle is stated and
supported by several international treaties and is applied with by some states. The trial of the
Chadian ex- president Hussein Habri by Senegalese courts is considered to be the first in such
cases in the African continent. The trial hardly took place after great efforts that lasted for 25
years devoted to initiating it. It started in 1991 by issuing the case then pronouncing the
judgment in 2016 then approving it after the appeal to end with declaring victims’ rights in
2017.This area of jurisdiction is opposed by many paradoxes that are clear in the Chadian ex-
president’ trial. The most important ones are the political motivations, the diplomatic
pressures and refusal which may lead to penalty evasion . International efforts and public
opinion are supposed to collaborate to fairly, precisely and clearly initiate this necessary
protocol for globally validating this area of jurisdiction.

Key Words : The International Criminal Jurisdiction Principle, Crimes Against Humanity,
The Trial Of Chad’s Ex Presedent Hussein Habri, Africain Extraodinary Chambers.
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