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Abstract

National libraries have a different function than other libraries. Their main task is to
preserve national intellectual heritage, to publish national bibliography and to constitute
objective and encyclopedic collections. Because these are the most important elements of the
library’s identity, and this is one of the most important criteria for judging its efficiency.

The main aim of this article is to identify the different stages of the development of collections
at the Algerian National Library, and analysis the current method of work, through an interview
with the leaders concerned by the development of the collections of this library. The analysis
of the interview resulted in the following results: The National Library of Algeria is based on
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three stages for the development of its collections which are: selection, acquisition and
restoration.

Key words: Documentary assets -Collection- Policy of collection development - Collection
development — National library of Algeria
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