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Abstract: This study deals with the question of the occupation of
Tlemcen and the French hegemony of 1842, a decisive step in the history
of French colonialism that made the final decision in the occupation of
Algeria, as Tlemcen witnessed internal conflicts and disturbances
between the Orghli (the local population) who had been barricaded in
Almchor fortress while waiting for the help of the French army.
The Orghlis who supported the prince Abdul Qadir gathered their
equipment and moved with him to the Algerian-Moroccan border
escaping  attacks from Peugeot. The colonial administration had
therefore decided to maintain Tlemcen under the military regime who
counted the property and buildings of the inhabitants of Tlemcen, and
immigrants in particular, and returned the right of seizure and
confiscation order,
The first decision of 17 February 1842 provided for two months for the
return of migrants to Tlemcen. If they did not do so, their property and
land would be confiscated.

In order to obtain the acquiescence of the anti-occupation tribes, the
French army was divided into military battalions in order to rake the
territory of Tlemcen and its surroundings. Bidou followed the path of
Sabdo until his arrival at Oualhassa, and Cavignac went to the tribes of
Bani Sumail, Ain al-Faza and ouled mimoun to gain their allegiance and
compel them to pay taxes of the surrender and submission.

Regarding the importance of the border site of Tlemcen, the colonial
administration had to establish military posts and fortresses to track the
movements of all the tribes, especially those of the opposition, such as
Anjjad, Beni Znassen and Beni Snous, to besiege and punish them for the
most extreme reasons, either by imprisonment or by fine.

Keywords: administration, Tlemcen, confiscation, seizure, occupation,
property, immigrants, military regime, El Mechouar, Prince Abdul
Kader.
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2- Marcel Emerit, I’ Algérie a I’époque d’ Abdelkader, Editions Larose, Paris 1951, p22.
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