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City of Tobna in the writings of geographers and travelers

During the Middle Age
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ABSTRACT: Prior to the Islamic conquest, we know little about Tobna except
that it was a fortified Byzantine fortress tasked with defending Africa from the
raids of the Zenata. However, its strategic importance was not lost on the
Muslim conquerors, from Okba ibn Nafi to Musa ibn Nosseyr, who opened it
and incorporated it into the province of Maghreb. In a short period of time, it
transformed into a thriving city, then became the capital of the Zab and Aurés
region, second only to the city of Kairouan.

Geographers and travelers have traced the stages of its civilizational
development, providing texts describing the city's ability to meet the
population's needs for agricultural products and industrial tools, leveraging its
agricultural resources and its location on trade routes.

However, this city failed to maintain its civilizational superiority, gradually
declining in importance, with geographical texts ceasing to mention it by the
end of the Middle Ages.

This study aims to shed light on Tobna as a major Islamic city in the
Maghreb after the Islamic conquest, by tracing its urban development through
the writings of geographers and travelers during the Middle Ages. The goal is to
understand the civilizational role this city played, focusing on the significant
changes it underwent and the discontinuity it introduced with the cultures of the
ancient period, ultimately providing a deeper understanding of the factors that
made it a marginal city by the end of the Middle Ages, in favor of new cities
that replaced it in terms of civilizational importance.

Keywords: Tobna, City, Zab, urbanism, Travelers, Geographers, Central
Maghreb, Middle Age.
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