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The art of Romano-African building at the archaeological site

of Timgad: "Building materials and architectural techniques”
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ABSTRACT: In this research, we present an important subject in the field of archeology, which is the art
of building at the archaeological site of Timgad, where it aims at the knowledge of the construction of
these buildings from an archaeological approach to architecture, based on the study of land and
prospecting and the analysis of various technical and architectural data, Building materials with which the
architecture of the site was built, stone, terracotta, mortar, common materials during the Roman period,

with the search for the sources of these materials, where we concluded that they were local and regional.

In order to achieve the principle of durability and architectural solidity of the buildings, the mason in his
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construction work reconciled the physical and mechanical characteristics of each material with the
constructive techniques, where each objective was chosen a particular material that complied with the
nature of monument and architectural element.

Keywords: Roman Numidia, Timgad, construction techniques, quarry, mortar, bricks, stones.
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1-carte géologique de I’ Algérie, Tazoult (ex-Lambeése), échelle 1/50 000.
2-Gsell Stéphane, Atlas archéologique de I’ Algérie, carte, Adolphe Jourdan, Alger, 1911, feuille
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L-Carozzi Albert, Pétrographie des roches sédimentaire, éditeur : F. Rouge et Lausanne,
Suisse, 1953, p57.
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1-Hannoune Roger, Probléme de construction a époque imperial romaine, thermes
d’Afrique a I’époque imperial romaine. In architecture romano-Africaine : technique et
formes originales, Cycle de séminaires 2012, centre national de recherche en
archéologie, Alger, 2012, p88.
2-Adam (J-P), op. cit, p131.
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1-Rich Anthony, Dictionnaire des antiquités Romaine et Grecques, Librairie de Firmin
didot Frére, Fils et C°E, Paris, 1861, p91.
2-Alcaide Manuel Moreno, El uso de tubi fittili para cubiertas abovedadas en la hispania
romana. Revision bibliografica y estado de la cuestion. Spal. 28.1, 2019, p134.
3-Hannoune Roger, Antiquité Africaine, dans les collections du Nord. Revue
Narbonnaise, 78,1996, p226.
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1-Aubert Marcel, Les plus anciennes croisées d’ogives, leur role dans la construction.
Bulletin monumentale, 93, 1934, p06.
2-Lancaster Lynne, Ash mortar and vaulting tubes: agricultural production and the
building industry in north Africa, Los processus constructifs fr eL monde romain,
Aespa, Lxlv, 2009, p151.
3-Sandra Locore, Archimedes, the north bath at morgantina, and early developments in
vaultd construction. In: Cynthia Kosso and Anne Scott, the nature and function of
water, Baths, Bathing and Hygiene from antiquity through the renaissance, Boston,
2009, p49.
4-Dominique Kassab Tezgor, Historique et présentation des fouilles de I'atelier de
Demirci prés de Sinope, institut Francais d’études Anatolienne-George Dumezil.
Publications de I'Institut Frangais d'Etudes Anatoliennes, 22, 2010, p105.
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