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Africa granary of Roma: A reading of the agricultural

policy of Roma in North Africa
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ABSTRACT: The current countries of the Maghreb, which are unable to meet the food needs of their

population with wheat, were known as "Granary of Roma" in antiquity.
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The stark contrast between the proverbial affluence of the Roman period and the present misery
should be the starting point for any study of the agricultural economy of the Maghreb.

This is with the aim of knowing the factors that were behind this wealth in ancient times, as the
focus is on the prosperity of urbanization in the Roman period, and what this means is the wise policy of
the Roman emperors, and the efforts they made to provide security and stability, by limiting the
movement of Bedouins, establishing irrigation projects, and expanding and diversifying the agricultural
map, this in the period. Roman, but recently, Western and French study in particular focuses on human
impotence, and not on the impoverishment of nature, which was caused by excessive exploitation of the

land and disruption of the environmental balance.

Thus, the Western school tries to overlook the complex problems that led to the decline and
backwardness of man, which is colonialism itself. In fact, we are forced to mention a fact that these people
overlooked, which is that “Africa is Granary of Roma,” and it was so because it was forced to supply Rome

with wheat, even if that it was at the expense of ts children, this is what we are trying to study.
Keywords: Economy, North Africa, Granary, Wheat, Olive.
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3-IDEM, 1Il, 73,1.
29



BEEI[F LN VINPNY FEIDVEN IR INERIENE NIWES EPO-rp 1EN
10109 Arale -2uadludll pglally Aulud ¥l pglall A -
£2023/21445 -1444 (redgi) 2508)f 130l (L)JH =l

EISSN 2600-6324  ISSN 2170-1636 o

DOI: 10.54240/2318-013-002
https://www.asjp.cerist.dz/en/PresentationRevue/178

>>>>>>>>

abgy (s Jardl Jo | sgad & ¢ BbULl cualdy cioas LS dAejall (o)1 el adl
OSe IS & pealdl crdlladly oty lag,l cibosiadd! (oo @ants ol (sl
oo Alegyll Adolianw ¥l clacly Glall B,s caliily (qal ¥l cuasl sl
(Slally Caadl J) Goibolall syl Laity cuquuas¥ dades @lSlias (olayally ¢ Madl
Oaglill (o1 Balaial meduag cdaglall § sl aelal slog

Ldye Wl liladl @ gl Layl cdsl> al Augall clls Cadlel JlieS lia
a3l Ayl Coagiy ity clall Lglsl oaill (omaaaall psad ae eyl
ol gl LLAS oo adly o) aylis Al (ol Phatuly Poleg,dl agaay
Dagramy Ja¥l Liire Clusy haraly oelll 099

dxy o] Bygio (P9 Apyadl gl ()50 plaas e Lo "Aasidl” 85540l olda
s s 389 Jps i " Tibog ) L] Silias" ilS 3 (ol - ki) LIS L
aaldy oAl o u o com’ Anl) sgumnll § Layads dubes,)l L] 7o
"Lyl Lllamil J) oS0 nadall 28] 1) 3500 Y ¢ paolall il Lasets L)
«ll convient de montrer que le contraste entre la prospérité antique et la misére moderne,
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1-Picard (G. Ch.), La Civilisation de 'Afrique —Romaine, éd. Plon (Paris 1959), P. 65-66.
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4-Picard (G. Ch), op.cit, P. 59.
5-IDEM, P. 51.
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Depuis le XI® siécle, les ravages des Arabes Hillaliens, décrits avec une précision
éloquente par Ibn-Khaldoun, ont anéanti systématiquement l'agriculture et la vie
sédentaire dans tout l'intérieur de la Tunisie et de I'Algérie occidentale. Au milieu de XIX®
siécle encore, il n'existait plus dans le haut Tell tunisien qu'une seule bourgade méritant a
peine le nom de ville : le Kef. Quelques rares villages avaient d{, a une situation naturelle
particuliérement forte, la sauvegarde de leur maison et de quelques pieds d'Oliviers...
tout le reste était livré a I'anarchie gaspilleuse des Nomades.... Du XIV au XIX® siécle le
pays se trouva ainsi replongé dans la situation misérable, d'ot l'avait fait sortir au II°

siecle AvJ.c., I'énergie civilisatrice de Masinissa.

1-Picard (G. Ch.), op. cit., p. 51.
2-Gautier (E.F.), Le passé de I'’Afrique du Nord les siécles obscurs, éd. Payot (Paris 1952), p.9,10; ID. "Nomades
and Sedentary folks of north Africa " in geographical review (1923), p.7.
3 -Picard (G. Gh.), op. cit,, p. 51.
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1-Picard (G. Ch.), op. cit, P. 46, 48 et 58.
2 -IDEM
351-. Picard (G. Ch.), op. cit, P.
4 -Gautier (E.F.), les siécles obscurs
551 - .Picard (G. Ch.), op. cit, P.
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1-IDEM. P. 58.
2 -Pline I'ancien, H. N., VIII, P. 53.
3 -IDEM, VIII, P. 20.
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-; Sueton, vie de César, p. 39.53IDEM, VIII, P.
-Piline, H. N, VIII, p. 22.
-RES Getae, trad. Michel Dubuisson (Paris 2002) vie Auguste, p. 22.

1
2

3

4 -Dion Cassius, LIX, p. 13.
5 -Histoire Auguste, Vie de Gordien, Il, p.2.

6 -Histoire Auguste, Vie d’Aurélien, XXXIII, p. 4.
7 -Histoire Auguste, Vie de Probus XIX, p. 7.
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1 -Benabou (Marcel), La résistance Africaine a la romanisation, (Paris 1976)
2 -Marquardt (J.) « De l'organisation Financiére chez les romains » dans Manuel des antiquités romaines, Trad.
Albert vigie, éd E. Thorin Paris (1888), T.10, P. 141.
3 -APPIEN, Guerres Civiles, |, 7-9, éd. H. white, coll. Loub (1912-1913); Plutarque,vie de Tiberius Gracchus, VII,
IX; 1,13 Florus 11 ; 1.
4-Ciceron () De leg. Ag. Ill, 4, 14.
5-APPIEN, Guerres Civiles, |, 7.
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