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The reality of caravan trade between the two shores of the Algerian Sahara in light

of the changes brought about by France in the region at the beginning of the twentieth century.
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Abstract: The desert caravan trade is considered the basis of communication between the countries of
North Africa and the country of Sudan since ancient times, this trade that contributed to the creation of
international trade between the two shores of the Mediterranean Sea, For this basis, the Europeans tried
to turn it to their advantage, as the African continent witnessed during the nineteenth century a colonial

wave to invest in African soil and market its goods across the Sahara desert, Where the Sahara desert

witnessed fierce competition between France and England, which ended with France occupying Algeria
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for the purpose of competing with Britain in the trans-Saharan trade. Thus, all of the Algerian Sahara and
West Africa witnessed a wave of changes in the movement of commercial caravans, towards the coastal
ports instead of the desert paths, and then their decline at the beginning of the twentieth century after
France ended its trans-Saharan projects. To give legitimacy to itself the role of the sole owner of the trans-
Algerian trade.

Keywords: Algerian Sahara- West Africa- Caravan Trade- France- Atlantic Ocean- Touat- Ahgar-

Timbuktu- Senegal- commercial transformation.
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(1)-Henri Schirmer— « Le Touat, étude de géographie physique et économique »- Annales de Géographie- 1ére année-, N°. 4
-15 juillet 1892- p 412.
(2)-Henri Schirmer- ibid.- p 413.
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(1)-BMAEAO.F-1933-N°153- p 302.
(2)- BM.A.EA.O.F- Ibid- p 301.
(3)- Tinthoin Robert- Op. Cit- p. 547.
(4)-BMAEA.O.F--1928,N°87-,p 99.
(5)- Tinthoin Robert- Op. Cit- p 547.
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