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The child in the models of cultural production during the
Middle Ages: an inventory and analysis of bibliographic
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Abstract: It is not surprising that the scholars and writers in the Islamic West
were influenced by the strong presence of the child in the structures and beliefs
of society during the medieval era. This was well touched inin the Introduction
of of Ibn Khaldunwhere he stressedthe place occupied by the educational
foundations for the upbringing and education of children . Besides, he didn’t
only tackle its necessities, foundations and problems, but also made science and
education one of the necessities of human development. The model he presented
in raising and educating children differed according to different regions.

There is no doubt that the cultural production during the medieval era
evoked the centrality of education in the upbringing of children and the building
of the human being physically and spiritually, one of the manifestations of this
is the contribution of scholars of Kairouan, an effective contribution to the
rooting of educational thought. The bulk of thispaper is dedicated to
explainingthese issues within discsusing what was provided by the Levantine
school through the model of Badr al-Din Ibn Jama'a and Ibn Sina, in spite of the
difference in opinions regarding consecration and rooting for education and
discipline, "except that the tradition in editing prevailed over many of them."

It mostly met at the religious jurisprudential approach. In fact, we believe
that Ibn Khaldun's handling of these issues went beyond this tradition and was
characterized by a vision that encompasses the psychological and spiritual
dimensions of the child. This is what the following text reveals:

"Being sensitive to the limit in education is harmful to the learner,
especially at the early age of the child, because it is from the bad behavior. And
whoever was brought up with oppression and violence among the educated,
Mamelukes, or servants, was subjected to oppression, and narrowed the soul in
its relaxation, went with its activities, and called him to laziness, and carried on
lying and malice, and he Pretending to be different from what is in his
conscience for fear of being exposed to oppression , and his knowledgement of
deceit for that, became his habits and morals, and his human meanings were
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corrupted in terms ofMeeting and rehearsing (...) Thus, for every nation that fell
into the grip of oppression and suffered from abuse. "

In this way, Ibn Khaldun stated that the excessive cruelty and tyranny of
children during their early developmental stages has more effect, as it generates
a bad behaviour inherent to them that remains firmly instilled in their depths
from which it is difficult to break away. To a very large extent, an honest
overseer in contemporary education issues cannot deny this psychological fact.

Education, then, according to Ibn Khaldun, is a comprehensive concept
that deals with the child in its physical, psychological, intellectual and moral
dimensions, and by that it is similar to what is recently termed social
upbringing. Despotism in the upbringing of young children, for example,
inevitably leads to the manufacture of a deviant society; Lost the warmth and
the sense of belonging to humanity, as we shall clarify in this research paper.
Key words : Cultural production; The middle age; Islamic West; Child;
Childhood; the growth; Educational thought; Socialization; Education;
Disciplinar.
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