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Algerian Theater and its Role in the National Resistance
to French Colonialism 1920-1954
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Abstract: The Algerian theater played an important role in resisting French
colonialism as it was one of the tributaries of the national movement that
contributed to educating the Algerian people, preparing them for the revolution
and creating the appropriate conditions for its establishment. This national
trend appeared in its early beginnings during the nineteenth century when it
was in its first primitive forms to be confirmed after its establishment in 1926 as
a genre of literature and art, with its newly recognized origins and rules.The
Algerian theater has been integrated into the national work, and many theater
groups and dramatists have appeared who have created dramatic works that
criticize the colonial policy and address various problems and issues of
Algerian society. The most important of them are "Hannibal" by Ahmed Tawfig
Al-Madani, "Yogourta”" by Abdel-RahmanMadawi, "the two deceptions”,
“BaniWai Wei” by MahieddineBachtarazi, “Bilal IbnRabah” by Mohammed
Al-Eid Al-Khalifa and others... The Algerian theater would thus have taken its
place in the battle to confront colonialism alongside the newspaper, the club,
the association and the free school. The Algerian Theater contributed to the
failure of the colonial policy in the cultural field by defending national values,
rebuilding and shaping the national conscience to become a tool of struggle
and resistance that moved the battle with colonialism to new spaces, namely
theaters, cinemas and schools.
Keywords: Cultural Resistance; Theatrical Art; Bachtarazi; National
Movement; Hannibal; Fourth Art.
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