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Military Conflict Between The Rulers of The Principality of Tenes
and the Ottomans in Western Algeria
(922-959 AH / 1516-1552 AD)
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Abstract: The city of Tennes was important Since the beginning founding of the

independent states of the Islamic Maghreb in general and the Middle Maghreb
in specific and especially during the year 2AH/8AD. the city of Tennes has been
very important due to the commercial exchanges through its port which was
considered as a link between some cities and towns of the Middle Maghreb, and
some cities and towns of Andalusia. Each of its rulers have worked hard to keep
it under his control and in cas it was lost he did his best to get it back.

When the Zayani state started to decline and in the midst of the conflict
between its princes, Tennes became the capital of a small principality including
few close cites, its geographical borders starts from the Chlef Valley in the
south and west, to the Mediterranean Sea in the north, to the outskirts of the city
of Tipaza in the east. and the Spaniards have managed to guarantee the
allegiance of its rulers after supporting them financially.

When the brothers Arouj and Khairuddin came to Algeria, they dominated
some of the easten cities in Algeria plus the city of Algiers, and they wanted to
expand their domination towards the west to the city of Telemcan, but Tennes
has been an obstacle in the way of their ambition for a long time, so the
Ottomans had many wars with its rulers (some of those rulers were from the
Zayani family while the latest ones were from the Sweden Arab’s tribe). In the
end Tennes’s rulers joined the Ottomans empire and they started to rule under
their name. Later on, Hamid Al-Abd who was a ruler of the city died, so the
Ottomans took advantage of his death, and they appointed Safeh khelifi as a
new ruler to the city (he was sent from the city of Algeries). Despite the long
revolution that was led by the Sweden Arab’s tribe against the Ottomans to take
the city back under their control, the Ottomans continued supporting its ruler
who remained in power for more than ten years until he died.

Keywords: the Ottomans ; Arouj; Khairuddin ; Zayanid ; Moulay Abd Allah;
soued ; Hamid al-Abd ; the Spaniards ; Tennes; Algeria.
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-A.BERBRUGGER, Le Pegnon d'Alger ou les origines du gouvernement Turc en Algérie, Alger, 1860, p.p.28-27.

<kt (Diego de Vera) Iy 95 gdwms Slew)! Jadl wild Le oy QI Ayl :02 o8, 3xll|

29222y 19/p1516 391 18 pgy ol oS> all e S5 (0 BureLuad
Diego do Vera écrivait du méme lieu et & la méme date la lettre suivante
adressée a Moula Abou Abdallah, roi de Ténés: « A I'honoré et loué entre les
Arabes, Muley Bavdeli, roi de Ténes :

«Je suis venu dans cette ville pour organiser la flotte que le Roi notre
maitre et le révérendissime seigneur cardinal d'Espagne, gouverneur de ces
Royaumes, ont ordonné d'assembler a I’encontre des Turcs el des Arabes qui se
sont révoltés contre leur service. Ayant été jadis grand serviteur de votre pere a
cause de son extréme loyauté et bonne amitié envers le Roi notre seigneur qui
est a présent dans la gloire (de Dieu), j'ai toujours eu et aurai toujours cette
méme disposition a votre service Comme je suis dans l'incertitude, quant a
certaines parties de vos Etats, dont on me dit ici des choses quo je ne croirai
qu'autant que vous-méme me les attesterez, je vous prie de m'écrire ce qui on
est, afin que je les garde ainsi que l'exige le service du Roi notre seigneur et le
votre. Car la volonté du Roi notre seigneur et celle de tous les membres de son
conseil est quo votre personne et vos Etats soient protégés et gardés comme il
convient envers un prince aussi loyal que vous I'étes et fils d'un roi aussi loyal.

«Le capitaine Vergara qui vous remettra cette lettre vous parlera plus au
long de ma part- Votre Altesse voudra bien lui accorder le méme crédit qu'a ma
propre personne. Que Dieu fasse prospérer votre existence et votre Etal royal a

son service».
-A.BERBRUGGER, Le Pegnon d’Alger ou les origines du gouvernement Turc en Algérie, Alger, 1860, p.p.28-29.
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-A.BERBRUGGER, Le Pegnon d’Alger ou les origines du gouvernement Turc en Algérie, Alger,
1860, p.p.29-30.
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