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Zenata of Central Maghreb Between the Project of

Inaugurating a Strong State and Facing the Failure of the
Political Authority Between 2-4 Hijir/ §-10CE
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Abstract: During the middle Ages, the rise of a state in the Islamic Maghreb
became more than necessary, especially by the 2-4 Hijir/8-10CE century, which
witnessed the intensification of tribal conflicts and the birth of new political
entities. Hence, the rise of a state was the project. For that reason, middle
Maghreb tribe of Zenata —which was among the biggest and strongest Berber
tribes at the time- launched the project of establishing the grand state of
Zenata. The Emirs of Zenata gave big importance to this project. This interest
was not the product of Zenata's desire to establish a political entity that would
secure it and ensure its survival but rather the vital need of its constituent sub-
groups and clans to such a bound that would give them a sense of their Berber
identity and a strong presence in the political arena. The sub-groups of
BeniYefren and Maghrawa took charge of the project though the latter was its
corner stone. In the 'state project' rises the long debates on tribal fanaticism
and tribal conflict in addition to external revolutions, which threatened the rise
of the Zenata state in Maghreb and jeopardized the project.

This study aims to develop an original and detailed analysis of the project
of establishing a Zenetic State in the Maghreb, based on the tribal system in
which Zenata succeeded in achieving political authority, but it did not rise to
the path of the state. And evidence for that when that authority collapsed,
dissipates with the state project, indicating the true reasons for the failure of
that project.

Keywords: Zenata ; Bani Ifran; Magraoua; Central Maghreb ; The middle
age; the state; Political power; The tribe; the Nervousness; The political
authority.
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