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Abstract: This article, which is entitled as “Memory places in Morocco,
Arbitrary detention centres in Drda-Tafilalet region as a case study”, aims at
showing the relationship that links collective memory to places. This relationship
sometimes takes symbolic dimensions that exceed enormously the material physical
place; especially when this place evokes a tragic historical load like the one
arbitrary detention centres left behind during the Years-of-lead, which Morocco
witnessed after independence (1961-1999).

In this respect; the article, in most of its parts, focuses on memory places in
Drda-Tafilalet region as this region got the biggest share of arbitrary detention
centres in Moroccan contemporary history. These arbitrary detention centres were
Agdz, Tagounite, Tazmamart and Kalaat M'Gouna. The last part of the article is
left for ‘digging’ into the collective memory of Kalaat M'Gouna’s people
concerning the detention centre used to be in the area, relying on a collection of
testimonies drawn from inside the town of roses.

Keywords: Memory places- collective memory- Arbitrary detention centers-
Years-of-lead- The prisoner's memory- Civil society- Secret prisons- The detainee.
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1-Jérome Monnet, «la symbolique des lieux: pour une géographie des relations entre espace, pouvoir
et identité», Cybergeo: European Journal of Geography, Politique, Culture, Représentations, article
56, mis en ligne le 07 avril 1998, modifié le 03 mai 2007. URL: http://cybergeo.revues.org/5316. p.3.
consulté le 20-04-2017.

2- Maurice Halbwachs, la mémoire collective: un document en version numérique par Mme Lorraine
Audy, stagiaire, Et Jean-Marie Tremblay, professeur de sociologie, dans le cadre de la collection:
« les classiques des sciences sociales ».
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4-Jérome Monnet, «la symbolique des lieux: pour une géographie des relations entre espace, pouvoir
et identité », p.7.
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6- Jacques Le Goff, Histoire et mémoire, Gallimard, Paris, 1988, p.82.
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