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Subjugation methods of subaltern between the novel and the film
cultural reading of ).M. Coetzee’s Waiting for the Barbarians
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ABSTRACT :The importance of this study lies in its cultural reading of J.M. Coetzee’s novel Waiting for the
Barbarians and its film adaption. It aims at highlighting the role of the novel and the film in revealing the systems of
power and investigating the patterns of domination. It attempts to expose the hegemonic methods used by the empire in
its expansion project, emphasizing the barbarism of its tools and analyzing the power relations between the authority of
the empire and the subaltern. The fictional/filmic narrative includes a cultural discourse that criticizes forms of
representation and exposes the practices adopted by authority to maintain its hegemony. Hence, what are the
mechanisms used to subjugate the indigenous population to the colony that appear throughout the novel and the film?
Does the screen allow the recipient the same amount of interaction with the events as words do?
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