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ABSTRACT : The philosopher Chaim Perelman presented, in this article, the pivot on which his theory of the new
rhetoric will be based. It is constituted, first of all, by the need to make a break with the discourse of Saussurean
structural linguistics from which all the linguistic structures of philosophy are composed and elaborated; logic; rhetoric
and the social sciences, and on which depend all together theoretical models of the fabrication and production of human
knowledge; and faculties of cognition and reasoning. However, we will be able to achieve — according to Perelman — “a
break with a conception of reason and reasoning, stemming from Descartes, which has left its mark on Western
philosophy of the last three centuries”.

Keywords: New Rhetoric; Philosophy of Rhetorical Argumentation; Post-Epistemology of Saussurian Structuralism;
Informal Logic; Rhetoric and Discourse Analysis, Argumentation Theory and Critical Thinking.
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(7) Cf. Frege, der Gedanke (Beitrage zur Philosophie des Deutschen Idealismus) 1918 pp. 58-77.
(8) Voir E. Dupréel. De la Nécessité, Archives de la Sté Belge de Philosophie N. 1,1928.
(9) Ibid. p. 29
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(11) Jules Lequier, (La Recherche d'une premiére vérité p. 135).
(12) cf. E. Dupréel, Traité de Morale § 451461 T. 1l p. 521 sqq.
(13) Cf. E. Dupréel. Cours de Métaphysique.
(14) Cf. E. Dupréel, De la Nécessité V « Lies deux inconnus ».
(15) William James, Pragmatisme, p. 212

(16) Cf. E. Dupréel, Le Renoncement p. 35.
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