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Abstract :

During the period of the rule of the Hammadid state (398 AH / 547
AH), the Central Maghreb witnessed the development of written
decoration on religious and civil buildings, during which Kufic writings
prevailed and marked the beginning of the shift from functional writing
to an aesthetic role by introducing geometric and floral decorative
elements into the calligraphic formations. It also diversified. Its
implementation techniques and artistic styles included recording,
memorial, and witness writings, and the formulas and elements from
which the text was formed were developed, including the Kufic
inscriptions of the Great Mosque of Constantine, which were engraved
on plaster.

The importance of the subject under study lies in the fact that the
Kufic writings are historical documents and a source that helps
researchers extract historical, religious and social information, trace the
stages of development of the Kufic script and its types, its decorative
role, and extract the artistic styles that distinguished it during the
Hammadid period.

This research paper aims to introduce the Kufic writings of the
Grand Mosque by studying the plaster inscriptions according to the
methodology of archaeological epigraphy, which is based on describing
the writings and paleographic analysis of words and letters, and
extracting their decorative elements by highlighting the artistic and
aesthetic methods that the mosque used, to determine the extent of
development. Technical and artistic in its decoration, it reflects the level
of development of calligraphy and suggests the intellectual and cultural
sophistication of the Constantine artist.

Keywords: Central Morocco; The Hamadi state; Constantine; Al-Hammadi
artist; Linear formations; koufi font; artistic methods; Paleographic analysis.
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