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Abstract: 
 Since the first years of the French occupation, Algeria witnessed the 

emergence of a group of museums, the first of which was the Library 
Museum in Algiers, the capital, in 1835. This Museum was established due 
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to French colonizer who searched for excuses to occupy Algeria from the 
first time they set foot in this country. So, they worked at prospecting the 
ruins of the Roman Empire and Byzantine fossils to confirm that this 
country was Romanian, Christian and that the French came to release it 
from the Ottoman Islamic colonization in 1930.  And to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the occupation of Algeria and in coincidence with the World 
Exposition in Paris, it was decided to establish three museums in Algeria 
which demonstrate the effects of the ancient civilizations, but in fact it was a 
colonial self direction that exposed all historic and successive eras in 
Algeria but excluded the Islamic presence. 

After independence Algeria has retained its museums inherited from 
the colonial era but no interest and attention was given to the study of the 
museum groups, organizing and displaying them to highlight the identity of 
the Algerian National Cultural Diversity only after the issuance of the Basic 
Law of the national museums in1985. 
Key words: Museum ; the ruins ;Museum groups ; Algeria; the French 
occupation. 
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