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Abstract:

Sheikh Abdel Halim Ben Smaia (1866-1933) was one of the
reformist figures in Algeria during the end of the 19™ century and
the beginning of the 20" century. He belonged to the first
generation, that founded the reform work with the pioneers of
reform such as El-mjawi and Ibn El-mouhoub and Ibn El-Khoja,
Although he didn’t write too many books but he guided a lot of
minds by teaching and reforming because he worked as a teacher
of jurisprudence and Arabic language in Ettalibia school and as
an Imam in Algiers mosques.

Shaykh ben Smaia has been distinguished by his knowledge
about the cultural and reformist movement from the east to the
west; He had a wide connection with the leaders of the reform
movement in the Islamic world. He hosted Sheikh Mohammed
Abdou during his stay in Algeria in the summer of 1903; Ben
Smaia knew Mohammed Abdou through his writings and also
through what has been written about him in El-Manar magazine.
Ben Smaia has been known for his persistence on the right and
justice, he faced the colonialism and that appeared through the
articles he wrote in that period’s newspapers, also he objected the
Compulsory Recruitment Law that the colonialism tried to apply
on Algerian Muslims since 1907, it might be one of the reasons
that made him demand leaving the country to Syria, hard life
conditions and colonialism’s tyranny are some of the factors that
affected negatively his mental and psychological health in his last
years until he died in 1933.

Keys word: Sheikh Abdel Halim Ben Smaia; jurisprudence;
colonialism; newspapers; Algerian Muslims.
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