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Abstract :

Historical and analytical study of the Arabs’s role against the Franks
invasion during the Crusades

This study is a response to some contemporary writings which claim that

the Arabs had a negative attitude during the invasion of Syria and Egypt during
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the Crusades, confining the role of Jihad to Turks and Kurds. Even more so, some
of these studies have accused them of betrayal and have glorified particular
ethnic groups. This is considered to be an unfair judgement of Arabs since it
completely ignores their role in terms of sweeping away the invaders. We must
also ask how could they refrain from fighting when they represented the
majority of the inhabitants of Syria and Egypt? Islamic historical sources of that
period testify that Arabs participated courageously when it came to defending
Syria and Egypt against the Crusaders. If the Arabs gave away political power
they didn't give away Jihad. Many Arabs fell as martyrs during the battles
between the Muslims and the Franks. The Arab tribes contributed actively in
these battles and offered many helpful services to the Muslim sultans and

authorities.
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