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Abstract:

The archives constitute a national heritage, the memory of the nation, and at the
same time the indispensable tool for the writing of history, for which they must
be carefully preserved. In Algeria, the institution of the National Archives
through its centers of wilayas and the archivists who represent them undertakes
to collect the historical archives, setting up the conditions necessary for their
preservation and ensuring their treatment, and in particular their classification,
Description, as well as the realization of the research instruments that allow their
communication. A large part of the archives of Algeria is found in foreign
countries because of the transfers and looting committed by the countries that
have occupied our country throughout history, and in particular by the French,
who since their colonization To our country in 1830 have never stopped
plundering our archival heritage. Rare are the facts that have escaped this and
remain at the level of the center of the national archives and the archive services
of wilayas. The archive department of the Wilaya of Oran, formerly known as the
department of Oran, preserves at its level valuable historical archives, of which a
considerable part dates from the colonial period, and which constitute a real
testimony Of the facts that Algeria experienced at the time. These funds are the
source for the research work of local researchers and even for that matter.

Through this article, we try to expose and describe these funds and the

137



2017 ou— il 33-32 sudl— ypae

documents they contain, as well as the subjects dealt with by these collections,
so that they are more and better known by researchers, in particular young
researchers. But most of all, they try to find out which archive holdings were

used and exploited by researchers for a specific period of time (2006-2009).
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