2016 S — 3.:1.13?' 31-30 suai — RS

3\.,35)33’\ 4asa €% bl $ P! Wl
(+18-16 3)

Hies, denl.s
colzeg wbbhysl s)ladly a)l seds die Logl gols iye
glatul sddl g9l muastl 13 an Jolatdl Wlun paky Logd olalasy
AL Lgiarn coms il A1 GLLL e iSO e STl Ay JSoo
22k Al o) 050 @ wlanl B didy Lasydl Jledy
il dpug i Blall Lol s gy @il gl Gl & Suall A1l
oo WO 8 Doz el Lele LS Sally ol Joy oS0 o iuios
(Fbis o529 slaie (e 1Sy «ilasly S8 Hslaia
o palaneg QUSH (amy sols Al ldl g e dl Bl @
Al ald b comedaddl @slmag 301 Oglolny cigadll Al Lolug¥l
piey L oo Aygpall aldaall Gle caun s1A8Y1y @xdlly @iddl
Lz slgaMy Luabalall ol ddl J) 48Ls) 6,51 4z o0 Apelall o i€
oSy 2o (A Bgsdl sl ilie Mg sl Zllally
cudyally 4dlatlly 2,8l Al oo Logl sshaty el 5o s
o9 Otebadl o padlly Y wd gl @l Y pany ol
G bapusll juaall @l gyl o palsdlly ol 4dpall wayslas
i 5l pas @ La@l jac pes cuantlly Lslez gl xS

LAl Jogs o Retu Raaln ¢ il pds AeadlY! ByLasdl )l § Eonly b -0
Syl

-41 -



2016 e d— 3.:1.13?' 31-30 suai — RS

cSlaa el ] 2SO Loy Jdl i Ll oo Onelall A8yl
oo S Led aladl e Aaline JKAT 2k M) Al cumigaly
Osladdly Slalatl) dinly ol cpels dy cmaludly (133%19 Aucguinsll
oo ASY Glagezme oy oS0 Al Jodls dunsd! ALl o
sl <lgaly o2 lae Jleaiul G il mplel ol - o-aomy
bl LA o Jalatll ks Losd sl
“a)&.m}/\ 8 yguo ‘)\53%/\)44.:. N AP gl.j)ji “a)&.m}/\ A Liall oIS
M Lyl Bylas

Abstract:

In the history of Europe and for a long time, the question of Islam
represented one of the principal problems. From the earliest polemics of St. John
of Damascus, Euthymius Zigabenus, and the Crusaders, in the Middle Ages to the
Renaissance and the Enlightenment, f Islam and Europe have negotiated various
modes of sharing world history. It is a history filled with clashes and
confrontation, competition and challenge, admiration and hatred, acceptance
and rejection, and a host of other conflicting feelings, attitudes, and experiences.
The polemical works of Byzantine theologians were as much theological in
nature as cultural and political. As the lands once under Byzantine rule rapidly
became part of Muslim lands, the Jews and Christians were recognized as
protected people (ahl al-dhimma) and were granted fundamental freedoms. The
fact that Jesus Christ and the Virgin Mary, among other Biblical figures, were
given a prominent place in the Quran and the hadith became a source of
consternation for many Christian theologians in the East and later in Europe.

The medieval Christian theologians interpreted the themes common to

Islam and the Biblical tradition not as a matter of "creative borrowing, as
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nineteenth-century Orientalists would call it, but as a sign of outright heresy. St.
John of Damascus, called Islam the heresy of the Ishmaelites, The Christian
apocryphal literature on the Prophet Muhammad(peace be upon Him) was more
than polemical. If Embrico of Mainz's Vita Mahumeti and Walter of Compigne's
Otia de Machomete a century later are any indication, it was also an elaborate
means of constructing a religious "other" for medieval Christendom. The refusal
to speak to Muslims on their own terms continued throughout the Middle Ages
and the Enlightenment and didn't stop till present. There were, however,
attempts at what we call today interfaith dialogue. Following the tradition of St.
Bernard of Clairvaux and Ramon Lull, John of Segovia, the so-called "first
missionary to Muslims," believed that the only way to counter the menace of
Islam was not to build up armies, which the Europe of the time was in any case
unable to do, but to convince Muslims to accept Christianity. By the 18thcentury,
many scholars tried to show their rationalism and toleration by treating Islam as
a respected religion and a great civilization; some of them thought that it would
be more advantageous for the modern European states to cooperate with
Muslims, however, many other scholars at the universities kept the medieval
concepts ;methods and material to deal with the question of Islam.

Key words: Islam, Europe, Orientalism, Enlightenment, Image of Islam, European

views of the Other.
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