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Abstract
An Ottoman Document on Hamidiye Madrasa of a Pious Foundation in
Medina

The document, which exists in the Ottoman Archives in the section of
Foundations that providesconsiderable information on not only in Medina foundations
but also in Mecca,Jerusalem, and other cities, where foundations spread during the
Ottoman period.

It consists of two large pages and starts with the lists of good sent to the
Hamidiya Madrasa and ends with the number of copper pans again sent to the
Madrasa. While giving these lists, the document also include some explanatory notes,
such as the name of books sent to the students of the Madrasa, and staff directed tothe
workers there, as well as information about sources of religion language and cooper to
them in various dates, between 1203-1235 AH / 1789-1820 AD. The document also
gives information about the building and room numbers of the Madrasa, and names of
some workers, including teachers and students with their financial support. Moreover,
it cites additional staff sent to the Madrasa like candlesticks, prayer carpets, and
cooper materials in order to be used by the students. It represents one of the best
foundations of Sultan Abdulhamid I (r. 1187-1203 AH / 1774-1789), whether in
Istanbul or somewhere else.

The most significant aspect of this document is its providing a list of
important books, which probably were methodological works assigned to the students
of the Madrasa. It also shows the care and attention paid to documentationby the
Ottomans, as it was recorded in this above cited Madrasa, and in the Administrative
Office of the Foundations of Haramayn in Istanbul.
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