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The development of the scientific movement in Morocco between the AH
10th / AD 16th century and the AH 12th / AD 18th century: The extension
of the traditions of endowment of manuscript books from the Saadians to
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The first library in the Qarawiyyin Mosque (Fez, Morocco), was
built during the Marinid reign in the 14th century, by the sultan Abu
‘Inan al-Marini (r. 729-759 / 1329-1358), who established it as a wagf
endowment in favor of the students in 750/1349. This library received
the attention and patronage of successive sovereigns, from its
foundation to the Saadian reign. When the sultan Ahmad al-Manstr
(d. 1012/1603) established a second scientific library in wagf, next to
the old one, in the 16th century. He provided her with large quantities
of a valuable and rare manuscripts in various scientific fields.

After the decline of the Saadian reign and the emergence of the
Alawite dynasty, The Qarawiyyin library aroused great interest on the
part of the Alawite rulers, who took on the task of preserving it and
enriching it with various manuscripts. Their endowments are thus seen
as an extension of those scientific traditions in force by the successive

sultans of Morocco.
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In our research we have chosen to address the endowments of
each of the two Sultans, the Saadian Ahmad al-Mansiir and the alawite
Muhammad b. Abd Allah (d. 1204/1790), through a comparative
study of two acts of waqf (wagfiyya) of the manuscripts that these two
sultans established as waqgf on the Qarawiyyin library, considering
them as two scholars, jurists who are interested in collecting
manuscripts through the various channels available. We will attempt
to trace how the wagf endowment traditions spread from the Saadians
to the Alawites and the historical, scientific, and cultural implications
associated with them, so that we briefly examine the development of
the intellectual movement in Morocco between two distinct eras in
Moroccan history.

Keywords : waqgf of manuscripts, Qarawiyyin mosque library,
codicology of Islamic manuscripts, Saadian dynasty, Alawite dynasty,

Islamic Occident.
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Mercedes Garcia-Arenal, « La conjonction du soufisme et du charifisme au

Maroc, le Mahdi comme sauveur », Revue du Monde Musulman et de La

Méditerranée, n° 55-56, 1990, Villes au Levant, p. 54.
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