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Abstract:

This research paper deals with the role played by European travelers, during
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, in elucidating the historical facts related
to daily life in Tunisia, and everything related to the course of the events that
prevailed in it during this period. These travelers dealt in their literature various
aspects of life related to Tunisian society. It is an important source in writing the
history of the Maghreb provinces as it studied the society, customs and traditions,
and all the details that were related to the political entity, the nature of the regime
prevailing in these provinces and the political and administrative arrangements, in
addition to the military institution, and the internal and external relations of the
Tunis Regency. The trips varied to include several categories. We mention the
political trip: it is concerned with describing the political situation and the
prevailing regime, which can be seen in the writings of the traveler Ventur de
Paradis, as well as the French merchant Nicolas Beranger. The journey of a socio-
economic nature: is based on describing the social and economic aspects. The
journey of a religious character: is mainly related to the missionary activity of
religious missions and missions, and this is what we notice in the book “Father
Dan” (Fr. Dan), “Father Jiménez” (F.Ximines) and Father Raynal. As for the
flight of a military nature, this applies to the flight of Venture and G. Cocotsov.
The scientific voyage. Among the pioneers of this model are the German traveler
JEHebenstreit, JAPeyssonnel, LLDesfontaines.

Keywords: Travelers; literary sources; Tunisia ; scientific; history; European
foreigners; Maghreb states; politics; society
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1- Lucette Valensi, la Maghreb avant la prise d’Alger, 1790-1830, question d’histoire,
Paris, 1960, p13
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21- Denise Brahimi, voyageurs francais au 18 siécles en barbarie, in R.H.M, n°6, 1976,
Tunis, p89.
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23- A.Peysonnel, voyage dans les régences de Tunis et Alger, la découverte, Paris, 1986.

24- Thomas, Chaw, op.cit, p140.
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