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Abstract:

The Black Decade is considered one of the most important stages in the history
of contemporary Algerian cinema which impacted the cinematic production that
followed these years and yielded the term 'Black Decade Cinema'. The later
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portrayed one of the most dangerous events and most threatening to both the
government entity and the society that destroyed the Country's security and
stability for a whole decade of violence and terrorism, what constituted a real
threat and danger to the principles and values of citizenship for the Algerian
citizen, especially youth. The movie "ElI Mehna" by Noureddine Marzouki is
among the movies that marked the black decade. It dealt with the concept of
citizenship through terrorism and one of the bloodiest and brutal massacres in
the state of Tiaret in the winter of 1998. The study showed that the film included
an invitation to the Algerian youth to adhere to the values of citizenship and
enhance them in their social and cultural dimensions in an atmosphere
dominated by fear, doubt and despair, and even the desire to abandon life, and
all rights and duties towards the self and towards the homeland. The movie's
analysis also showed the important and effective role of the black decade cinema
in shaping and consolidating the culture of citizenship, and emphasizing the role
of this type of movies in spreading awareness of citizenship and homeland in the
past, present and also the future.

Keywords: values; citizenship;cinema; movie; black decade.
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