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Between cinema and literature-“Selyuna's tale between cinematographic film and oral
tradition”
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Abstract: The production of cinematographic films is based on literary texts, such as the novel
and the folk tale. We have noticed in recent years, some Algerian folk tales that have turned into
films. This observation prompted us to study the theme of: "Between cinema and literature:
Selyuna's tale between cinematographic film and oral tradition”. The objective of this study is
scientific; it is to know the nature of the relationship between modern cinematographic production
and ancient oral heritage. The second objective is practical; it is to support the project to revive the
Algerian heritage to free oneself from the cultural and aesthetic dependence of others. We
compared the narrative elements of the text of the film and the text of the oral tradition, and we
came to three conclusions: the first is that the film strictly adapted the theme of the tale and its main
and secondary characters, keeping the deep structure of the heritage text. The second, the film
added events, characters and places enriched with heritage decorations, thus adding an aesthetic
character to the original text, using elements and techniques of cinema. Third, the film removed the
role of storytelling from the woman and entrusted it to the man, which gave the film a dominant
male vision.
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