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Language - Cinema, the Metaphor for Christian Metz
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Abstract:

This study aims, essentially, to understand the reflexion on cinema from the perspective of
Christian Metz, as well as the functioning of the cinematographic language, basing on a
linguistic approach aimed at grasping its specificity, mechanisms and its expressive, artistic
and narrative functions. And this, practically, falls within the scope of linguistically
approaching the cinematographic image by making a whole projection on the cinema, all the
more on the cinematographic idea as it is developed in the Metzian discourse.

Furthermore, this study is supposed to conceive the logic of the metzian cinematographic
metaphor, precisely, to pose the question as follows: how could we theorize the cinema via
linguistics?
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30 Metz Christian. Le signifiant imaginaire. , revue de Communications, 23, 1975. pp. 3-55
3l Dominique Chateau et Martin Lefebvre : Christian Metz et la phénoménologie , revue
d’histoire du cinéma , n o 7 0 été 2001.,pp82-119 .
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33 Metz Christian. Le signifiant imaginaire.ibid , P12 .
3 Metz Christian. Le signifiant imaginaire , p 29 .
35 Metz Christian. Le signifiant imaginaire,p35.
3%Metz Christian. Le signifiant imaginaire, p36.
37 Metz Christian. Le signifiant imaginaire p36.
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43 Au lieu de demander : en quoi le cinéma est-il une langue ( la fameuse langue universelle de

I'humanité ) ?, il pose la question « a quelles conditions le cinéma doit-il étre considéré comme

un langage ?'voir: Gilles Deleuze I'image—-temps,tome?2 p38 ,éditions de minuit ,1985
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