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Abstract:

Hermeneutic currents in the second half of the twentieth century constituted a
prominent philosophical turning point in the modern art criticism’s march, as it moved the center of
attention from the systemic approach that views the text as a closed structure, to a contextual
interpretive approach that celebrates the role of the recipient in generating the significance of the
text as an open discourse, and this hermeneutic philosophy, especially with Gadamer, Dilthey, and
others, resulted in the emergence of several critical trends, starting with the German theory of
reception with both Jauss and Iser, to post-structuralist currents the most radical are the
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deconstructions of Derrida and Richard Rorty, for whom the text is a free space for semantic
multiplicity and infinite references and the presence of the signifier in the druidian text is matched
by a constant absence of semantics, but that every interpretation is a misinterpretation

This prompted Umberto Eco to put a limit on the hermeneutical labyrinth in defense of
the rights of the text, since the texts according to Eco, whether literary or cinematic, despite their
semantic openness, are subject to the “limits of interpretation” that control the horizon of reception.

This is what will the subject of this research paper in enriching the discussion of
Umberto Eco’s hermeneutic project, and projecting its concepts on the interpretation of the
cinematic film based on the problematic: is the cinematic text able to give an infinite significance to
the viewer? Or is it subject to hermeneutical limits?

Keywords: Cinematic text; Infinite interpretation; limits of interpretation; Semiosis; Umberto Eco.
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