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Abstract :

This article starts with the discussion of the relationship between
teacher's professional ethics and general or fundamental ethics, contingent
on the issue of teacher's professionalism. Further, it presents various
approaches to teacher's professional ethics, resulting from different classical
philosophical perspectives, centered on duty, consequence, virtue, value,
and the person. Finally, it argues for an integrated, personalist approach to
the subject, providing asolid ground in the cultural context of fluid
modernity.

Keywords: Professional ethics; teacher; personalism; consequentialism;
result; virtue.
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! Mahbuba Sultana, “Ethics in Teaching Profession”, ABC Journal of Advanced Research,
Volume 3, No 1 (2014), p.44.
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! Ibid. p.45.
2 Ibid. p.45.
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! Ibid. p.47.

* From this point onward, till the end of the article, is a translated work originally written
by: Pawel Kazmierczak, “Teacher's Professional ethics”, intervention given at the
Conference: The Word in Education. Good Practices in Times of CrisisAt: Universitat Abat
Oliba CEU Barcelona, Spain, November 2015. (Translated by Fouzia KACI; Ph.D in
International Relations). fouzia.21@hotmail.com kaci.fouzia@yahoo.fr
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1 Dietrich von Hildebrand, Das katholische Berufsethos, Verlag Haas und Grabherr,
Augsburg 1931, pp. 10-11.
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1 Chris Higgins, Macintyre’s Moral Theory and the Possibility of an Aretaic Ethics of
Teaching, Journal of Philosophy of Education, Vol. 37, No. 2, 2003, p. 281.

2 Chris Higgins, The Good Life of Teaching: An Ethics of Professional Practice, Kindle
Edition, Chapter 2, “Worlds of Practice: MacIntyre's Challenge to Applied Ethics, A Closer
Look at Internal Goods”. It is perhaps worth noticing that MacIntyre himself claims that
teaching is not a practice in its own right, but always a means to an end, i.e. teaching
mathematics belongs to the practice of mathematics, teaching biology to the practice of
biology, etc. This assertion has given rise to a heated debate, which inspired the entire
Special Issue of the Journal of Philosophy of Education (Vol. 37.2, 2003) and further
comments from such scholars as John Dunne, Chris Higgins, Nel Noddings, Kenneth
Waith, Paul Hager or Richard Davies.

3 Cfr. J. Passmore, The Philosophy of Teaching, Duckworth London 1980, p. 23.

4 David Carr, Professionalism and Ethics in Teaching, Routledge, London and New York
2000.
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1 Ibidem, p. 17.

2 Elizabeth Campbell, The Ethical Teacher, Open University Press, Maidenhead
Philadelphia 2003, p. ix.

3 Piotr Kostyto, Wykluczanie jako problem filozofii edukacji. Komentarz do badan
empirycznych, Impuls, Krakow 2008, pp. 154-159. Idem, Etyka profesjonalizmu i
powolania nauczycielskiego, in: Joanna M. Michalak (ed.), Etyka i profesjonalizm w
zawodzie nauczyciela, Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Lodzkiego, £.6dz 2000, pp. 367-384.
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1 Elizabeth Campbell, The Virtuous, Wise, and Knowledgeable Teacher: Living the Good
Life as a Professional Practitioner, Educational Theory, vol. 63, No. 4, p. 414.
2 Elizabeth Campbell, The Ethics of Teaching as a Moral Profession, Curriculum Inquiry
28:4 (2008).
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1 Mirostaw Pawliszyn, Nadzieja jako cnota. Beznadzieja jako degenaracja ducha. O
Jeszcze jednym trudzie bycia czlowiekiem, in: lwona Jazukiewicz, Ewa Rojewska, Nadzieja
i sprawiedliwos¢ jako sprawnosci moralne w wychowaniu, Uniwersytet Szczecinski,
Szczecin 2014, pp. 81-102; Pawetl Walczak, Nadzieja jako naczelna wartosé etyki
nauczycielskiej, in: Magdalena Bajan, Stawomir Jacek Zurek, Etyka nauczyciela, TN KUL
Lublin 2011, pp. 57-66.

2 Kant, Immanuel, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, (3rd ed.). Hackett,
Indianapolis 1993, p. 30

3 Jacek Jastal, Etyka cnot, etyka charakteru, in: idem (ed.), Etyka i charakter, Aureus,
Krakéw 2004, p. 14.
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1 Elizabeth Campbell, The Ethics of Teaching as a Moral Profession, op. cit., p. 366.

2 Piotr Kostyto, Wykluczanie jako problem filozofii edukacji, op. cit., p. 169-170.

3 Kenneth Strike, Jonas Soltis, The Ethics of Teaching, Teachers College Press, New York
and London, 2009, Kindle Edition, chapt. 1, What This Book Is About, Consequentialist
Theories and Benefit Maximization.

4 Matthew 7:20.
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1 G.E.M. Anscombe, Modern Moral Philosophy, Philosophy 33, No. 124 January 1958.

2 Natasza Szutta, Artur Szutta, Wprowadzenie, in: Natasza Szutta (ed.), Wspélczesna etyka
cnot: mozliwosci I ograniczenia, Semper, Warszawa 2010, p. 12.

3 David Carr, Jan Steutel, Virtue Ethics and Moral Education, Routledge, London and New
York, 1999, p. 4.

4 David Carr, Educating the Virtues. An essay on the philosophical psychology of moral
development and education, Routledge, London and New York, 1991, p. 259.

5 Hugh Sockett, Knowledge and Virtue in Teaching and Learning: The Primacy of
Dispositions, Routledge, New York 2012; Chris Higgins, The Good Life of Teaching. An
Ethics of Professional Practice, Wiley-Blackwell Oxford 2011.
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1 Elizabeth Campbell, Teaching Ethically as a Moral Condition of Professionalism, in: L.
Nucci, D. Narvaez, T. Krettenhauer (eds.), The International Handbook of Moral and
Character Education, Routledge, New York 2014, p. 102.

2 Dietrich von Hildebrand, Christian Ethics, New York 1953, pp. 27ff.
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1 Jules van Schaijik, The Dietrich von Hildebrand's LifeGuide, St. Augustine 's Press,
South Bend, Indiana 2007, p. 27-28.

2 Dietrich von Hildebrand, Efficiency and Holiness, in: idem, The New Tower of Babel,
Franciscan Herald Press, Chicago 1977, p. 211-212.

3 Max Scheler , Der Formalismus in der Ethik und die materiale Wertethik, Max
Niemeyer, Halle a.d.S. 1921, p. 524.

4 Karol Wojtylta, Ocena mozliwosci zbudowania etyki chrzescijanskiej przy zatozeniach
systemu Maxa Schelera, in: idem, Zagadnienie podmiotu moralnosci, TN KUL, Lublin
1991, p. 119-123.

5 Philip W. Jackson, The Mimetic and the Transformative: Alternative Outlooks on
Teaching, in: Philip W. Jackson, (ed.), The Practice of Teaching, Teachers College Press,
New York, 1986, p. 124.
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1 Immanuel Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals. op. Cit., p. 33.

2 Karol Wojtyta, Love and Responsibility, Ignatius Press, San Francisco 1993, p. 41

3 Karol Woijtyta, System etyczny Maxa Schelera jako srodek do opracowania etyki
chrzescijanskiej, in: idem, Zagadnienie podmiotu moralnosci, op. cit., p. 139.

4 Idem, Osoba i czyn, in: idem, Osoba i czyn oraz inne studia antropoogiczne, TN KUL,
Lublin 2000, p. 291-295.

5 John Paul Il, Encyclical Laborem exercens, AAS Vatican 1981, No. 6.

“As a person, man is therefore the subject of work. As a person he works, he performs
various actions belonging to the work process; independently of their objective content,
these actions must all serve to realize his humanity, to fulfill the calling to be a person that
is his by reason of his very humanity.”
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1 Cfr. footnote 3.

2 Chris Higgins, The Good Life of Teaching, op. cit.,, Chapter 2, Worlds of Practice:
Maclntyre's Challenge to Applied Ethics, What Counts as a Practice: The Proof, the
Pudding, and the Recipe.

3 Karol Wojtyta, System etyczny Maxa Schelera jako srodek do opracowania etyki
chrzescijanskiej, op. cit., p. 138.

4 1dem, Osoba i czyn, op. cit. p. 306.

5 Carol Gilligan, In A Different Voice: Psychological Theory and Women's Development,
Harvard University Press, Cambridge, MA 1982.

6 Nel Noddings, Is Teaching a Practice?, Journal of Philosophy of Education, Vol. 37, No.
No. 2, 2003, p. 249.

“We affect the lives of students not just in what we teach them by way of subject matter but
in how we relate to them as persons.”
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1 Chris Higgins, The Good Life of Teaching. An Ethics of Professional Practice, Wiley-
Blackwell Oxford 2011.

2 Z. Bauman, Liquid modernity. Cambridge: Polity Press, 2000, pp. 212-213, as cited in:
Mark Howie, Embracing the other within: Dialogical ethics, resistance and professional
advocacy in English teaching, English Teaching: Practice and Critique, May, 2008, Volume
7, Number 1, pp. 103-118.
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in “the absence of guaranteed meanings — of absolute truths, of preordained norms of
conduct, of pre-drawn borderlines between right and wrong, no longer needing attention,
of guaranteed rules of successful action ..."”

1 David E. Cooper, Interpretation, Construction, and the “Postmodern” Ethos, David Carr
(ed.), Education, Knowledge and Truth. Beyond the postmodern impasse, Routledge,
London New York 1998, pp. 37-50.
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