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Abstract

Tolerance has now become more necessary and urgent than ever before, because the speed
of communication and transportation and the interweaving of interests between countries,
groups and individuals have rendered cooperation and exchange of interests an inevitable
matter. Therefore, it is necessary to disseminate the culture of tolerance, coexistence and
acceptance of the different other, whether to achieve individual and collective material
welfare, or to preserve the integrity of peaceful life and coexistence on the planet. That is
why it is of primary importance, before addressing the concept of tolerance, to underpin it
and show its conceptual roots in the religious and legal sources, in order to make the idea
more acceptable and its application to multicultural societies and among the various
components of the world’s population more accessible.

Tolerance can be considered as one of the comprehensive values and principles called for
by Islamic law, in particular, and divine and other religions, in general. Accordingly,
religious texts abound with precepts, principles and teachings that stress the idea that the
basis for human existence is the achievement of cohabitation, which can only be achieved
by establishing a culture of tolerance and acceptance of the different other, whether this
difference is religious, ethnic, or cultural... From an Islamic perspective, the legal principles
on which tolerance is based can be summed up, first, in the concept of knowing each other
(“so that you may know each other”, as the Qur’anic verse goes), second, in coexistence,
since the social nature of man necessitates cohabitation with others to manage interests,
third, in the principle of cooperation, so that no creature is totally independent from others
in fulfilling its life requirements, and, fourth, in the concept of interaction and the
management of difference and discord over interests and benefits by dialogue and mutual
understanding, which are the standard norms, or by force to deter aggression, as an
exceptional measure.

The value of tolerance is at the center of a set of pivotal values in Islamic law, so that it
cannot be applied in isolation from the other values. That is, tolerance can only be
understood in the close relationship that brings it together with those values, the most
important of which are: the value of mercy, the value of clemency, the value of forgiveness,
the value of righteousness, and the value of benevolence... They are comprehensive and
inclusive values, and they can be considered as the methodological determinants of the
Islamic conception.

The value of tolerance presupposes the achievement of central principles that are closely
related to it, because it is impossible to talk about tolerance or to apply it in dealing with the
others without taking into account the basic principles inherent to it, which mainly consist
in the principles of: freedom, human dignity, and natural or systematic differences between
people.

Consequently, we can clearly see the effects of tolerance in its human and cultural
dimensions, as its manifestations can be perceived in various aspects of human life. It is,
indeed, an effective element that helps in respecting the multiple specificities and identities
and in considering the pluralism of cultures and civilizations as a richness for humanity,
and which must be preserved and celebrated as a prized adornment to our life on this earth,
which fate has willed for us to share, live in its different parts, and cherish its bounties.
Keywords:
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