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Cappolani, the mastermind of the French occupation of Mauritania
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Abstract:

Write This work seeks to monitor the active and important role played by the colonial theorist Xavi
Coppolani in order to occupy Mauritania and put it under French control. When he was able to make the
foundations of the colonization of "Mauritania” through convictions he believed in, which he take it during
his experiences, his trips and his contact with societies in Western Sudan. Which led him to propose a project
to create an an independent country in these vast deserts.

Coppolani could to persuade the French authorities to move towards the occupation of Mauritania, and he
did what he wanted as he was able to occupy important parts of Mauritania without costing France great
losses, but the resistance soon united its ranks. And Coppolani became the first was burned by the fire of his
project, as he was assassinated by the resistance elements in 1905 .
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2Désiré—Vuillemin, Coppolani en Mauritanie, Revue d'histoire des colonies, tome 42, n°148-149,
troisieme et quatriéme trimestres 1955. P 291.

> Geneviéve Désiré-Vuillemin, Histoire de la Mauritanie: des origines a l'indépendance, Paris
Karthala, 1997, p 471

4Désiré—Vuillemin, Coppolani en Mauritanie, OP cit. P 292.
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