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Habermas and the Criticism of Human Rights Ideology: Between their universal standards
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Abstract:

This article attempts to capture the gaps and objections raised by this philosopher about the human rights
program. Between the universality of the norms and values claimed by human rights and their applications,
whose horizon is narrow, Habermas sees that these norms are only slogans that the West hides behind and
uses them for its own ideological interests. In the same perspective, Habermas does not hesitate to address a
critical discourse to other (non-European) civilizations; all this is done to the extent of communicational
rationality that aims at understanding and consensus.

This critical vision of Habermas, concerning the use of human rights, is not detached from his essential
project, namely the construction of a common human voice and a universal communicational society
surrounding linguistic, cultural and religious plurality. As a result, Habermas makes human rights the only

legitimate rule that can be applied to everyone, even though this is still an unartainable goal.
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4. Jurgen Habermas, Le débat interculturel sur les droits de I'homme, IN: L'Intégration Républicaine, essais de

théorie politique, traduit de 'allemand par R- Rochlitz, Fayard, 1998, pp 245-257.
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