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Abstract: The question o.f the legitimacy of cultural modernity in the

Arab world is a problematic question related to Muhammad al-Misbahi how
to adapt the heritage culture in order to facilitate its acceptance of cultural
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modernity and the emotion with it in order to act in it. . As long as the
modernization known by the latter perpetuates a double dependency on the
Arabs: their subordination to the West on the one hand, through the demand
for its technical and industrial products, and their dependence on the
heritage and the past on the other hand. It is a modernization that collides
with the contrast of heritage and modernity

Thus, to get out of this crisis, Al-Musbahi will start from a basic
premise, which is that he considers modernity as a common place between
cultures, for despite it being a Western discovery, that is, the outcome of its
historical, social, political, intellectual and cultural conditions, it is
nevertheless not specific to the West. It constitutes a general cultural
waiting horizon for all of humanity. This explains the presence of modernist
seeds in the pre-modernist culture, such as the traditional Arab-Islamic
culture.

Within the framework of his boldness of this hypothesis, Al-Mesbahi
will adopt a philosophical approach, which he describes as an isthmus
through which he considers that the approach to proving the legitimacy of
cultural modernity in the Arab world is the consolidation of the democratic
and rational dialogue between heritage and modernity as a dialogue that
would reveal that the relationship between them is not a relationship of
sharp contrast, as the proponents of the contrast approach see , And the
identity approach, but it is a relationship of separation and connection.

Key words: heritage, cultural modernity, post-modernity, legitimacy,
the philosophical approach to the isthmus, the contrastive approach, the
identity approach, Muhammad al-Misbahi.
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