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Abstract:

Postmodern literature is characterized by~the nature of
its own discourses, as it seeks to establish ideas, standards,
and values, or refute them, which we seeJn the novel “Forty
Years Waiting for Isabelle” by Sald Khatibi. Its reader senses
its criticism of a particulaf period of/time, through the
discourses it contains, throughJthe” embodiment of a huge
number of social, emotional, physical, political, religious and
historical relations, all of which fall under the umbrella of the
binary “me and the other” in a remarkable way, such as the
relationship hetween a woman and a man, between a woman
and a womap, ‘Between the man and the man, between the
Algerian wand “the> French, between the center and the
periphery, between the master and the vassal, between the
eastern and¢the western, between the individual and the
power.

The narrative structure worked on drawing the
characters and building their features by employing different
cultural references, relying more on the popular ones, such as
slang and expressive forms, and representing the relationship
of the ego with the other, and making a parallel between the
image of the duality in popular culture and society in the past,
the days of French colonialism and the Orientalist campaigns
At the present time, in the early nineties. It focused
remarkably on the situation of the Western other surrounded
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by the Arab / Al-Busaadi ego, by revealing their darkest secret
worlds, and displaying them naked swimming in dystopian
spaces. What is the nature of these relationships? Did the
novelist present it with a single vision, or with multiple
visions?
Keywords: Culture; the Ego; the Other; Postmodern
Narration; Postcolonial; Dystopia.
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-Jean Frangois Lyotard, (1988) .Le Postmoderne expliqué aux
enfants : Correspondance 1982-1985, Paris: Galilée.
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