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The Lexical Choice in Translating Act of Speech in Political Discourse
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Abstract: The speech act theory is a subfield of pragmatics. It studies how words are used not
only to present information, but also to carry out actions. It also considers language as a part
of the events within the conversational process. Since political discourse involves the
participation of pragmatics, this research paper attempts to scrutinize speech acts in general
and focuses in particular on the achievement acts in translating some of President Morsi’s
speeches, in order to extrapolate the relationship between the translation of speech acts at their
three pragmatic levels and the lexical choice, and the extent to which the translator is able to
achieve the performance power in general, and the achievement power of the original speech
act. One of main outcomes of this research is that the translation of speech acts, which does
not depend only on the sender, but also goes beyond it to the recipient who might be the
translator himself.
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"La pragmatique est une partie de la sémiotique qui traite du rapport
entre les signes et les usagers'’
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[ ask people of Sinai who have a weapon to hand it over.
2 il
[ invite people of Sinai to hand weapons over.
3 il
[ call upon people of Sinai who have weapons to hand it over.
4 il
[ ask our people in Sinai to hand weapons over.
5 )

[ warn people of Sinai from having weapons.
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:1 r}j’l\
[ intend to bear responsibility and work with you so that you would
become a true protecting shield for this country.
I pledge to you to take on this responsibility and to work with you so
that you would become a true protecting shield for this country.

23 (.:-j?.U
[ promise you to shoulder this responsibility, and to work with you so

that you can be a real protective shield to this country.
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4 o>
I pledge to you to shoulder this responsibility and to work with you to
secure real protection for this country.

:5 >

[ promise you to take on this responsibility and to work with you so
that you would be the true defendants of this country.
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Shaozhong Liu, What is Pragmatics, 1999

http://www.gxnu.edu.cn/Personal/szliu/definition. html.
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Nicole Everart, Desmedt: Le processus interprétatif, introduction a la sémiotique de C.S
Pierce, ed. Mardaga Editeur, P39.
21999 5 11 s Sl ¢ A ¢ olisle 2ls ¢ sy s o gl 510t
"' G. Leech : The principles of Pragmatics , Longman , U,S A, 1983  P.15
12 G. Leech, 1983; Sperber and Wilson, 1986)."

http://www.gxnu.edu.cn/Personal/szliu/definition. html. "It distinguishes two intents or

meanings in each utterance or communicative act of verbal communication. One is the
informative intent or the sentence meaning, and the other the communicative intent or speaker

meaning'
" Geoffery Leeche, Longman Grammar Of spoken and Written English, London, 1999. P 28. "
Pragmatics can be usefully defined as the study of how utterances have meanings in situations'
" Austin J, Quand dure c’est faire (How To Do Things With Words), Paris, Seuil, 1970,
version électronique.
510 1996 a2 il Jpbial 355 colladt Jldy (I e (3 ikl SN e e
!¢ Orechioni, C, K : Enonciation de la subjectivité dans le langage. Paris, Arnaud Colin, 1980.
P185.
J99T bz J (Bl Wil s (sad ol de dag (ISIL L) s ST el SIS W ks (Gl 09 7
A3 .-
8_p 1985 (6L cold-cgn Gllll ST s ¢ ol wadl e o 3laiy 03 A pole & L) ¢ o)) 18
2535 2000 (15 @y ctealall S 15 cgghin doadl s 322 cplall Hliie ( SIS i o 19
91 o cald) g b1 (sl 05 20
Gy e [T e 3 sy A4 o 2006 ayuSKayl dantd! Bl s ol il ol (3 s GUT @ sgaz aal
27 2008 Toasdt o4 dd i el g "rdsé clasYly pb) 3" pall SIly a A Sl al) Gy dsalll SN 5 s
Balr e pll) 2[5 5 Olbasdl &) e saas 2001 Encyclopedia of Language sl aegwsll iy 0. /5 22
3y AL
> G. Leech : The principles of Pragmatics, Longman group Limited, New York, USA. 1983.
P30. “I assume, along with many others, that the sense can be described by means of a semantic
representation in some formal language or notation. The force will be represented as a set of

implicatures. Implicature is here used in broader sense than Grice’s, but I follow Grice in

believing that ‘the presence of conversational implicatures must be capable of being worked
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out’, by means of the type of informal reasoning referred to. This is a corollary of the claim that

pragmatics studies behavior that is motivated, in terms of conversational goals”.

. . £2
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» Cruse, D. Alan. 1986. Lexical Semantics.Cambridge University Press. P270. « natural
languages abhor absolute synonyms just as nature abhors a vacuum »

*Clark, Eve V. 1992. Conventionality and contrast: Pragmatic principles with lexical
consequences. In Adrienne Lehrer and Eva Fedder Kittay, editors, Frames, Fields, and
Contrasts: New Essays in Semantic and Lexical Organization. Lawrence Erlbaum, pages 171—
188.
%7 Simpson, P. Language, Ideology and Point of View. London/New York: Routledge. (1993.
P47.

%8 Andrew Carstairs-McCarthy, An Introduction to English Morphology: Words and Their
Structure, Edinburgh University Press, 2002, P142.

" Restriction whereby a word, in the context of (or when collocated with) another specific

lexeme, has a literal meaning different from its usal one"

2013 0 27 espedl 85 VUil Galis ' e o Dl 0 >0

2013 1 24 () Wglly ol 3y bl SV i ' e a2’ bl 0 2O
1 Sergei Nirenhurg and Irene Nirenburg. A Framework for Lexical Selection in Natural
Language Generation. In Proceedings of the 12th International Conference on Computational

Linguistics (COLING-88y, Budapest, 1988. P471. " If we want to express the meaning "a
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person whose sex 1s male and whose age is between 13 and 15 years", then candidate realizations

include: boy, kid, teenager, youth, child, young man, schoolboy, adolescent, man."
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3 Enkvist, N, E., Spencer, J. and Gregory, M. Linguistics and Style. Oxford University Press.
1964
*Giles, Haward & Peter F, Powesland. Speech Style and Social Evaluation, London, Academic

Press, 1975, P175.
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% Elhadad, Michael. 1992. Using Argumentation to Control Lexical Choice: A Functional

Unification Implementation. Ph.D. thesis, Columbia University.
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~Andrew Carstairs-McCarthy, An Introduction to English Morphology: Words
and Their Structure, Edinburgh University Press, 2002.
~Austin J, Quand dure c’est faire (How To Do Things With Words), Paris, Seuil,
1970, version électronique.
-Clark, Eve V. 1992. Conventionality and contrast: Pragmatic principles with
lexical consequences. In Adrienne Lehrer and Eva Fedder Kittay, editors, Frames,
Fields, and Contrasts: New Essays in Semantic and Lexical Organization.
Lawrence Erlbaum.
~Cruse, D. Alan. Lexical Semantics. Cambridge University Press. 1986.
-Elhadad, Michael. 1992. Using Argumentation to Control Lexical Choice: A
Functional Unification Implementation. Ph.D. thesis, Columbia University.
~-Enkvist, N, E., Spencer, J. and Gregory, M. Linguistics and Style. Oxford
University Press.1964
-Francois Armengaude, La Pragmatique, Que sais je ? n°2230.

-G. Leech : The principles of Pragmatics , Longman , U,S A, 1983.
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-G. Leech : The principles of Pragmatics, Longman group Limited, New York,
USA. 1983.

-G. Leech, 1983; Sperber and Wilson, 1986y."
http://www.gxnu.edu.cn/Personal/szliu/definition.html

-Geoftery Leeche, Longman Grammar Of spoken and Written English, London,
1999.

~Giles, Haward & Peter F, Powesland. Speech Style and Social Evaluation,
London, Academic Press.

-Nicole Everart, Desmedt: Le processus interprétatif, introduction a la
sémiotique de C.S Pierce, ed. Mardaga Editeur.

~-Orechioni, C, K : Enonciation de la subjectivité dans le langage. Paris, Arnaud
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